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compensation for their horses; but fam not aware | 
that the matter has yet been before the Military 
Committee for consideration, and hence I offer 
this resolution for the purpose of calling their at- 
tention to it. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


ARRESTS BY EXECUTIVE AUTHORITY. 


Mr. KING. [offer a resolution which | intend 
to call up to-morrow, when I shall move to refer 
it to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to cause pro- 
ceedings to be instituted in the courts of law against per- 
sons who have been arrested by executive authority or 
order since the breaking out of the present insurrection, 
and who are now detained in custody, so that a judicial 
examination may be had in each case to ascertain who, if 
any of them, may be allowed to take the oath of allegiance | 
to“the United States and be discharged, and who shall be 
detained for a turther examination or be prosecuted for || 
treason or other crime; and to cominunicate the names of || 
all persons that have been so arrested, and the date of arrest 
to the Senate. 


i| 

COLONEL DIXON II. MILES. \| 
Mr. GRIMES submitted the following resolu- | 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on Print- || 
ing: 
Resolved, That five hundred copies of the charges, testi- | 
! 





mony, and finding of the court of inquiry in the case of Col- | 
onel Dixon H. Miles, of the United States Army, be pub- | 
lished for the use of the Senate. 


| 
ENROLLMENT OF BILLS. | 
Mr. SUMNER. I offer a resolution, which I || 


desire shall lie on the table for the present; I will | 
call it up some day hereafter: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Enrolled Bills shall | 
consider the expediency of changing the joint rules of the | 
two Houses of Congress, so as no Jonger to require that bills 
which have passed both Houses shali be enrolled on pareh- 
ment; but that they shall be simply copied ina fair hand || 
on linen paper, aud be thus preserved inthe Department of | 
State, instead of being preserved in cumbersome rolls of 
parchment. 


REFORM IN TIIE LAND SYSTEM. 
Mr. HARLAN submitted the following resolu- || 


tion; which was considered by unanimous con- | 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the report of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, communicated in the annual report 
of the Sceretary of the Interior, be referred to the Committee 
ou Public Lands, with instructions to report a bill or bills 
providing for the retrenchment and reform which may be 
found practicable in that branch of the public service. 


SUBMARINE TELEGRAPH. 


Mr. SIMMONS submitted the following res- 


olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the |! 


Chair to inquire into the expediency and practicability of 
connecting some of our military and naval stations on the 
coast by means of submarine cables, and to report to the 
Senate by bill or otherwise. 


The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Sim- 


mons, Mr. Suerman, and Mr. Latuam the com- 
mittee. 


WILLIAM PATTON. 


_Mr. COWAN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and referred to the Committee to Audit and 
Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate: 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid to William 

Patton, late engrossing clerk, for work done by him during 
the recess of the Senate, in making indexes to the execu- 
tive documents, printed by order of the Seuate, including 
the tables of documents accompanying the same, and his 
time and expenses in superintending the printing thereof, 
a compensation not exceeding $75 per session, said allow- 
ance to be made under the direction of the Committee to 
Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. GRIMES asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. | 
124) relating to highways in the county of Wash- 
ington and District of Columbia; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. NESMITH, in pursuance of previous no- 


tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill || 


(S. No. 125) to provide forthe appointmentofcom- | 
missioners to investigate claims caused by Indian | 
spoliations in California, Oregon, and Washing- 
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| cers of the military and naval service of the Uni- 


|| tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 128) to 


| tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 130) to 
| to act out of their districts in certain cases; which 


| was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
| Committee on the Judiciary. || 


| obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 131) | 
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ton Territory; which was read twice by its ttle, 


and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. || 


Mr. WILSOM, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
(S. Wo. 126) in relation to the arrest of persons 
claimed to be held to service or labor by the offi- 


ted States; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and | 
the Militia. 

Mr. HARRIS asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
129) to provide for the appointment of an addi- 
tional judge for the southern district of New York; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 


change and regulate the terms of the circuit and | 


|| district courts of the United States in the northern || 
| district of New York; which was read twice by | 


its title, and referred to the Committee on the 


| Judiciary. 


He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 


| authorize the district judges of the United States | 


He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 127) for | 
the relief of Isaac Vanderpoel; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. : 

Mr. HOWE asked, and by unanimous consent 


granting public lands and a loan of the credit of | 
the Government to the People’s Pacific Railroad 
Company, to aid in the construction of a railroad 
from the Missouri river to San Francisco on the 
Pacific coast; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the select committee on the Pacific | 


|| railroad. | 


Mr. HOWE also asked, and by unanimous 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso- | 


lution (S. No. 26) explanatory of a certain act 
therein mentioned; which was read twice by its 
| title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

DISTRIBUTION OF DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Iask the Senate to take up 
a resolution which I submitted last week for dis- 
| tributing among the actual Senators documents 
that had been allotted,-but not delivered, to Sen- 


this body. If the Senate will indulge me in taking 
it up, I will propose a modification that will meet 
the objection made by the Senator from Maryland, 
[Mr. aaa 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If no further reso- 
lutions be offered, the resolution to which the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island refers is now before the 
Senate in order. It wiil be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


dered to be printed, and allotted but not delivered to Sena- 
tors from States that have omitted to be represented in the 
Senate, be distributed ainong the Senators attending. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I move that the words 


That meets the objection of the Senator from Ma- 
ryland, whom I do not sec in his seat. 

Mr. WADE. Why strike out ** books?” 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Senator from Mary- 
land made the explanation. 
books that were printed a great many years ago, 
and which have been discussed a great many times 
in the Senate, and finally disposed of. 1 do not 


intend in the resolution to include any such books, 
but only the documents ordered by the last Con- 


| sonian Report 
| Mr. FESSENDEN and others. 
| are documents. 

| Mr. ANTHONY. Senators say those are doc- 
| uments. 
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ators who have withdrawn or been expelled from | 


Resolved, That all books and documents heretofore or- | 


“books and’’ be stricken out of the resolution. |! 


It referred to some | 


know what the books ure myself; but I did not | 


gress, such as the Agricultural Report, the Smith- | 


Those books 
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Mr. FESSENDEN. 
a document. 

Mr. WADE. I want to make an inquiry of 
the Senator from Rhode Island. What will be 

left when you strike out ** books?” 
| Mr. ANTHONY. I understand that these are 
left: the Army Register, the Smithsonian Report, 
the Report upon Agriculture, Delafield’s Report, 
Douglas’s Obituary, Acts and Resolutions of the 
last Congress, and the Globe and Appendix. 

Mr. WADE. Those might all be called books. 
They are all bound. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution will 
be read as it will stand if it be amended as pro- 
y0sed. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

Resolved, That all documents heretofore ordered to be 
printed, and allotted but not delivered to Senators trom 
States that have omitted to be represented in the Scuate, 
be distributed among the Senators attending. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I would suggest to the 
Senator from Rhode Island that I understood the 
Senator from Maryland to state that he had no 
objection to it so far as it was applicable to the 
documents of the last Congress, but he did not 
want to go back of that. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I understood him to refer to 
some books; I suppose the State Papers or the 
Annals of Congress, or the American Archives, 
about which there had been a great deal of dis- 
cussion. I think he was afraid that that subject 
would be called up by tlfis resolution. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. “ Documents” would 
cover all the books specified by the Senator. 
Those are all documents. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Then that is better. 

Mr. POWELL. I suggest to the Senator from 
Rhode Island that I understood the objection of 
the Senator from Maryland to refer to books 
printed some years back, and not of a recent date 
at all. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I so understood. 

Mr. POWELL. But I suggest he had better 
adhere to the resolution with the word * books”’ 
|| in. TI can see no objection to it. 
|| Mr. ANTHONY. I would prefer to have the 
|| resolution lie over until the Senator from Mary- 

land is in his seat. 
|| Mr. FESSENDEN. 
|| better. There is no hurry about it. 
|| The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
submit a motion? 

Mr. ANTHONY. I move that it lie upon the 
table,as the Senator from Maryland is not in his 
| seat. I prefer to have him here. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That order will be 
made if there be no objection. 

The resolution was laid upon the table for the 
present, 

OBJECT OF THE WAR. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The following res- 
olution, submitted by the Senator from New Jer- 
sey on the 16th instant, is now before the Senate: 

Resolved, That the present war is for the Union, accord 
ing to the Constitution ; that its object is to save tie former 
|| and enforce the latter—was so in the beginning, is now as 

| carried on, and should be to the last; that measures extreme 
|| and radical, disruptive in themselves, involving in a com 
|| mon fate as well the loyal as disloyal, should not b» resorted 
| to; and that in crushing treason, wide-spread and hateful as 


it is, the Government itself cannot prove traitor to organic 
law. 


| Mr. SIMMONS. I see that that resolution was 
| offered by the Senator from New Jersey, {Mr. 
| Ten Eycx,] who is not now in his seat, and I 

suggest that it lie on the table for the present. 
‘he VICE PRESIDENT. It will be so ordered 


ifthere be no objection. 
ADJOURNMENT TO THURSDAY. 


Mr.GRIMES. I move that the Senate do now 
adjourn until Thursday next. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. | trust my friend will 
|| withdraw that motion. I wish to mtorm the Sen- 
ate that I am expecting a bill from the House of 









Everything we print is 


I think that would be 





| Representatives which itis deemed very important 
| should be passed to-day if we are about to adjourn 
over. 


It is the actin reference to the tariff, laying 
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additional duties on tea, coffee, and sugar, which, | 


with reference to the revenues, it is quite import- 
ant to pass immediately, It has not yet passed 
the House of Representatives, but it has been ex- 
amined by the committee of the House and the 
committ e of the Senate, and they are unanimous 
on it. 


Mr. GRIMES, 
MESSAGE 


1 withdraw the motion. 
FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Morais, chief clerk, announced that the 
Speaker of the House had signed the following 
enrolled bills, which were thereupon signed by 
the Vice President: 

A bill (S. No. 83) relative to courts-martial in 
the Army; 

A bill (S. No. 84) to provide for allotment cer- 
tificates among the volunteer forces; and 


A bill (AH. R. No. 155) making an appropri- 


ation for gunboats on the western waters. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Several messages were received from the Pres- 
ident of the United States, by Mr. Nicoray, his 
Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. WILSON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following billand joint resolution were read 
twice by their titles, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs and the Militia: 

A bill (HL. RK. No. 165) making an appropria- 
tion for completing the defenses of Washington; 
and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 23) giving the 
thanks of Congress to Colonel James A. Mulli- 


gan, and the officers and men under his command, | 


for their heroic defense of Lexington, Missouri. 


MESSAGE FROM TITE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 


by Mr. Morais, chief clerk, announced that the 


House had passed a bill (No. 176) to increase the | 


duties on tea, coffee,and sugar, in which the con- 
currence of ‘the Senate was requested, 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 


On motion of Mr. WILSON, the bill (S. No. 
101) to increase the number of cadets in the Mil- 
itary Academy at West Point was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. It provides that 
hereafter, in all cases of appointments of cadets 
to the Military Academy, each congressional and 
territorial district, and the District of Columbia, 
shall be entitled to two cadets, to be selected as 
prescribed by the existing laws. The second sec- 
tion provides that when cadets are found deficient 
in their studies, or in their duties, they shall be 
dismissed, unless otherwise sioaaieiaa tall by the 
academic board. 7 

The bill was reported by the Committee on 
Military Affairs, with an amendment proposing to 
strike out the second section. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It seems to me that the 
second section is a very proper one. 

Mr. WILSON. Itis the rule already. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I understand from the 


chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 


that there is a rule of the Department which | 


amounts to the same thing as this second section; 
but that is hable to be changed by the changing 
occupants of the War Department. It certainly 
is very proper that when cadets are found deficient 


in their studies, or in their duties, they should be | 


dismissed, unless the academic board recommend 
otherwise; and it can do no harm to make this a 
permanent rule. It seems to me that the section 
ought not to be stricken out, and that the reason 
— for striking it out is not altogether sound, 

ecause this regulation of the Department may 
be changed, and it is liable to abuse. 


partment, influences are brought to bear upon the 


head of the Department to induce him to relax the | 


I think | 


rule for the benefit of particular favorites. 
the matter had better be regulated by law. I hope 
the section will not be stricken out. 

Mr. WILSON. The reason why the committee 
recommended that the. second section should be 
stricken out was, that this provision is now the 


rulg and practice at West Point; but, as the Sen- || 


THE OC 


Where | 


there is a rule of this kind established by the De- | 


ator says, it can do no harm to make the rule of | that it was not necessar 


the institution a law. The evil formerly com- 
plained of was, that frequently after students had 
been turned away, they were sent back by the 
Secretary of War, without the recommendation of 
the academic board. Great abuses of that kind 


were complained of under Mr. Floyd, as affect- | 


ing the discipline of the institution. That matter 
we rectified by a law of the last session. We put 


a provision in the laws passed afthe extra session | 
on that point; but certainly this section can do no || 
The committee proposed to strike out | 


harm. ‘ 
merely for the reason that it was now the well- 
regulated policy of the institution, and that there- 


fore it was not necessary to legislate on the sub- | 
ject. The first section of the bill merely provides || 


The || 


for an increase of the number of students. 
number there now, I think, is about one hundred 
and seventy. This bill will make the number 


| about three hundred and fifty. 


Mr. BROWNING. If the chairman of the 
committee will permit me, I desire to ask him 
what increase the first seetion of the bill makes. 
I am not familiar with the existing laws on the 


subject, but my understanding was thateach dis- || 
trict, under existing laws, was entitled to have || 


two students at the academy. 
Mr. WILSON. 

it two. 
Mr.GRIMES. Two at the Naval Academy, 

and one at the Military. 
Mr. BROWNING. 


I was under the impres- 


sion that each district was entitled to two at the | 


Military Academy. 

Mr. WILSON. ' 
dred can be accommodated there without any in- 
crease of buildingsor anything of that sort. This 
bill will make the number about three hundred 
and fifty. When we bring all the States back, 
we can carry it up to alarger number, something 
over four humdred. If we should then have too 


| large a number we can make a reduction at that 


time. I hope, therefore, the bill will be passed 
atonce. I[ am not at all strenuous on the ques- 
tion whether we shall keep in or strike out the 
second section of the bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to hearthe 
bill read. I was not in the Chamber at the mo- 
ment it was taken up. 

The Secretary again read it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The first question 
will be on agreeing to the amendment reported by 
the committee. 

Mr. SHERMAN. To thatI have no objection; 
but I desire to say a few words in regard to the 
bill itself. I will wait until the amendment is 
acted on. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. HARRIS. I do not know whether it is 
proper for me to say anything in relation to the 


vote just taken; but I am very confident the Sen- | 
| ate has voted under a misapprehension. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Move areconsideration. 

Mr. HARRIS. I will move a reconsideration 
of the vote, and all I have to say on the subject 
will be what I will read from the act of last sum- 
mer. Itis as follows: 

* Sec. 8. 4nd be it further enacted, That no cadet, who 
has been, or shall hereafter befeported as deficient, either 
in conduct or studies, and recommended to be discharged 
from the academy, shall be returned or reappointed or ap- 
pointed to any place in the Army before his class shall have 
left the academy and received their commissions, unless 


upon the recommendation of the academic board of the 
academy.”° 


The whole thing is covered by that provision. | 


Mr. WILSON. I will say to the Senator, that 
that covers a particular point. The rule of the 


institution is, that when these deficiencies of ca- | 
dets exist, those cadets are to be removed by the | 
Under some | 


authority of this academic board. 
of the past Secretaries, these cadets were some- 
times sent back without the assent of the academic 
board, and the abuse was carried so far under Mr. 
Floyd that the persons connected with the insti- 
tution said it injured the discipline of the acad- 
emy. To correct that, we passed the section 
read by the Senator from New York. Now, sir, 
this second section makes a law of the rule now 
existing in the institution: that, when the cadets 
are deficient, they shall be removed by the aca- 
demic board. They do it now; and it isthe rule 
of the institution. This section has nothing todo 
with their being restored; and the reason why the 
committee reported in favor of striking it out was, 
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|| rule and practice of the institution. 


Only one, sir, and four hun- | 





December 23, 
because it was now the 
However, it 
can do no harm to have it made a law, because it 
is now the practice and rule of the academy. 

Mr. GRIMES. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts, | apprehend, does not exactly understand 
what the section is. It says that these students 
shall be dismissed unless they are retained upon 
the recommendation of the academic board. 

Mr. KING. Oh, no; it does not. 

Mr. GRIMES. Yes, it does. That is the legal 
construction of it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Let it be read again. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: . 

Sec. 2. 4nd he it further enacted, That when cadets are 
found deficient in their studies or in their duties they shall 


be dismissed, unless otherwise recommended by the aca 
demic board. 


Mr.GRIMES. Mr. President, that is exactly 
as I stated it. ‘* They shall be dismissed unless 
otherwise recommended by the academic board,”’ 
and that is the way itoughttobe. Heretofore it 
has been wholly in the control of the Secretary of 
War. When one of these cadets was found tobe 
deficientin his studies, too stupid to keep up with 
his class, or too much ofa knave to be permitted to 


|| associate among young gentlemen, he would come 
Only one, and this bill makes | 


down here and bring political influences to bear 


/ on the Secretary of War and the President, and 
|| thereby be restored. é 
/ academic board the power to restore him if they 
| see fit, or rather tothe head of the War Department 


This section gives to the 


to restore him, but only on the recommendation 
of theacademic board. ‘There may be acase where 
a young gentleman, for some reason or other, may 
be guilty of some venial offense, or he may, for 
some reason or other, be behind his class, through 
sickness or something of that kind; but he may 
give such evidences of mental ability as to justify 
the academic board in recommending that he be 
continued in the institution, and in such cases as 
that the academic board ought to be permitted to 


|| do it. Hence I say this proposition is much better 
| than the section that was adopted by Congress at 
| its last session. 


It seems to me this leaves it 
exactly where it ought to be. 

Mr. WADE. I have nothing to say about this 
amendment; I care but little about it; but | am 
against the proposition contained in the bill at this 
time. Sir, our Treasury is strained to its utmost 
tension in order to carry on the war we have on 
our hands; and it seems to me to be very unwise 
at this time to enter into any head of expenditure, 
unless it can be shown to be absolutely necessary. 
Sir, you may double the number of cadets, you 
may double the expenditure under that head; but 
it cannot aid you in your present difficulties at 


all. If this was so necessary to be done, why has 
|| it not been done before we made these great ex- 
| penditures that have fallen on the country lately? 


Even if I were much in favor of this system, which 
lam not, I could see no reason for entering more 
largely into it at this particular period. These 
young men will receive no education that will en- 


| able them to take such a part in our present diffi- 
‘| culties as will aid us at all. 


Why, then, should 
we enter on this new head of expenditure? | think 


| it should lie over until we can see that we are bet- 


ter able to enter upon it. Certainly, sir, the suc- 
cess of this system has not been so conspicuous 
as to show that there is any great necessity of 
going into it further at an improper time. 

Sir, as I have had occasion to say once before, 
I do not believe there can be found on the face of 
the earth, or in the history of the world, any in- 
stitution that has turned out so many false, un- 
grateful men as have emanated from this institu- 
tion. Itappears to me that when such are the bitter 
fruits constantly of the institution, there is some- 
thing radically wrong about it. Besides, sir, the 
whole principle of it is in opposition to the prin- 
ciple of all our institutions, It is aristocratical; it 
is exclusive; itis a close corporation; and it stands 
in the way of merit being advanced. We are told 
we have now some seven hundred thousand men 
in the field, most of them civilians. They are in 
a better way of training for military purposes than 
they would be in this close corporation. There 
is no doubt, if the war continues, that you will 
have men of genius enough, educated in the field, 
and infinitely better educated than they possibly 
could be in this institution. But, sir, 1 did not 


rise to give all the reasons now that I have against 
the bill. My principal ebjection is, that it adds 
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to the expenditures of the Government, now over- | 
borne with expenditures, and that this is an im- | 
oper time. 

Pethe VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
agreeing to the amendment reportec by the com- | 
mittee. The question was once put, but it will 

be again put at the suggestion of the Senator from | 
New York. e 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to add but a few 
words to what has been said by my colleague in 
regard to the merits*of the bill. The chairman 
of the Military Committee says it will entail no 
additional expense upon the Government 

Mr. WILSON. None for buildings. ~ 

Mr. SHERMAN. As I understand it, it will |) 
entail about two hundred thousand dollars a year | 
additional expense upon the Government. The 
estimated expenditure for each cadet is $1,000. || 
The bill, therefore, makes a direct addition to the 
cost of the institution of $200,000, or $240,000 
when all the districts shall be represented. This 
may be a very small item of expenditure now; 
but it must be recollected that it 1s adding a per- 
manent annuity of $200,000 a year. It can be of | 
no earthly use. Many of the young men who | 
will seek to get into the academy, if you pass 
this bill, are nowinthe Army. All of them that |, 
are worth going there, ought to be appointed be- 
tween the ages of sixteen and twenty; and all the | 
young men of the country of that age who have 
spirit enough to be selected as cadets at the acad- 
emy, ought to be or are now in the ranks of the 
Army insome capacity. I have no doubt myself || 
that nearly all the cadets that will be appointed | 
under this bill, will be from the young men who 
have volunteered andfare now serving their coun- | 
try. These young men cannot be educated for 
four years; their services will not be rendered to 
the Government for four years to come. We 
know very well that in four years from this time 
their services will not be needed, or else this coun- 
try will be in a sad condition for which history | 
does not presenta parallel. ‘Toexpend this money | 
now, it seems to me, is throwing it away. 

My colleague said another thing which is true. 
The West Point Academy is not to furnish the 
heroes of this war. That is now settled. The 
heroes of this war are to spring from the ranks ot 
the people. Tam changing my mind daily, and am 
becoming convinced that the ordeal and the mode 
of education at West Point rather tend to make 
men martinets than soldiers and officers; aud it is 
my deliberate conviction that if this war is to be 
see ee with success, the Army officers will 

e used to discipline, to mold, to form lines and 
squares, to go through the ordinary discipline and 
routine of a camp, but the battles will be fought 
and the victory will be won by such officers as 
sprang into existence during the French Revolu- 
tion. 

Besides, I do not believe that a military educa- 
tion at West Point has infused into the Army the 
right spirit to carry on this war. There is no 
feeling of enthusiasm in regard to it among the | 
officers of the regular Army; and for the last eight 
or ten years the intercourse of the officers of the 
Army has been such, the influences that have been 
brought over them have been such, as to impair | 
their efficiency and their usefulness, even if their | 
education prepared them for usefulness. 

It seems to me, therefore, that on the score of | 
economy, it is unwise to pass this bill, because 
now is not the time. We cannot expend this | 
money for the education of soldiers for a future | 
war, and all the officers that we shall need for the |! 
next twenty or thirty years will be formed by the 
gallant men who are now fighting our battles. 
The officers who will win the highest honors in 
the field, in my judgment, will not be those edu- 
cated at West Point, but those who have volun- 
tarily assumed the duties and burdens of a volun- 
teer soldier, and are now fighting in the service of 
their country. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, it is a matter 
of indifference to me whether Congress shall de- | 
cide to increase the number of cadets at West | 
Point or not; but the form proposed in this biil is, || 
I think, the best that can be adopted if we are to 
increase the number at all. I hope, however, as | 
the question has been brought up, that we shall |, 
settle it, as far as this Congress is concerned, once | 
for all, by passing this bill, or rejecting it and all || 
other bills proposing such an increase. t 





| ments, and went with them to Kentucky. 
I came here at this session, I applied for leave of | 
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The Senators from Ohio do not believe in this 
institution; and they are opposed to the increase 
of the number of cadets on the ground of economy. 
That is a very good word. 
I believe the time is coming for all of us to repeat 


it often, and endeavor, if possible, to act upon it. || 


If this proposition is to be rejected on that ground, 
I have nothing to say; butif itis to be rejected on 
the ground that the cadets trained at West Point 
do not make accomplished officers in the Army 
of the United States, | do not agree to it. 

The Senator from Ohio who spoke last, thinks 


that the cadets educated at West Pointare to train || 
| the men who are to fight the battles, but that the || 


men who are to fight the battles are to be brought 
out in this contestas they were in the French Rev- 
olution. It may be that it is to be so; but I have 
yet to see any evidences of that kind. From the 
people in every hamlet and village of this country, 
from the ranks of every reciment in the field, from 


every executive chamber, there have come to this | 


Government the most imploring appeals to furnish 
officers educated at West Point to train the men 
who had volunteered, and to leadthem. To-day, 
I venture to say, there are hundreds of applica- 
tions from the States of the Union, from State ex- 
ecutives, from regiments in the field, asking the 
Government, imploring the Government, to de- 


| tach officers educated at West Point to take com- 


mand in volunteer regiments. 


Mr.SHERMAN. Will my friend allow me to 


, ask him a question? 


Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Iask the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts what disposition has been made of those 
applications generally? I want to give a little ex- 
verience on that subject. 

Mr. WILSON. In answer to the Senator’s 
question, I can say that in some cases the Gov- 
ernment has detailed officers in that way, in other 
cases it has denied the applications. They have 
been most generally denied. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Willthe Senator now allow 


me to state my experience on that subject as an | 


evidence of the efficiency of a West Point officer? 
Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I know that what is now 


said by the Senator from Massachusetts is true, | 
The people of this country have looked to the 
officers of the Army with a great deal of interest, || 


and volunteer regiments have almost uniformly 
applied for colonels and lieutenant colonels and 
majors from the regwar Army. 


recommendations, and they have generally been 
met with the answer ‘* you desire to break up the 
old Army.’’ There is a feeling between the vol- 
unteers and the leaders of the regular Army which 
keeps upa kind of caste between them. Desiring 
to do something in the last vacation for the service 


| of my country, but having no military experience, 
I made an appeal to the people of the portion of || 
Ohio in which Llive to volunteer to go to the war, || 


and the appeal was responded to. After many of 
the men had been enlisted, | came to Washington 
and applied for two regular Army officers. 1 was 


|| repelled; I was told that 1 was opposcd to the reg- | 
ular Army; that I would break up the regular || 
nilitary | 
knowledge of this country among the volunteers, | 
for the volunteers would have to fight the battles. || 


Army. I said I desired to diffuse the 


I failed to get regular officers detailed. Afterwards 
I did temporarily get an assignmentof two officers, 
who were sent merely for the purpose of disci- 
plining and organizing the force. These were two 

oung men, fine spirited young fellows, who were 
Just from Oregon. They served, drilled these regi- 
When 


absence for these two young officers to serve as 
colonels of the two regiments, and after three 
weeks I received an answer that they could not be 
detailed, but that they must repair to their regi- 
ments in Oregon. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
from? 


Mr.SHERMAN. 


Whom was that answer 


military knowledge were threatened to be taken 
away from the head of two thousand volunteers 
in the presence of the enemy, when they had not 


a single other officer in the ranks who knew how | 


I hke to hear it, and || 


y. These applica- | 
tions have been sent here backed by the strongest | 


FromGeneral Thomas. I || 
| was told that they must repair to meet their regi- 
ments in Oregon. That is, these young men with 
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| 
|| to their regiment in Oregon. That case hasbeen 
submitted to the President of the United States. 

Now, I say, Senators, that if the Army of the 
United States is to be used in that spirit; if the 
| regular officers, who have been educated at the 
expense of the Government, and nearly one third 
of whom have deserted the flag of their country, un- 
der which they were reared and educated—nearly 
| one third of whom are now fighting directly or 

indirectly in the ranks of the enemy; if the rest 

of the officers of the regular Army are to be gov- 
'erned and controlled in this manner, their ser- 
vices withheld from the volunteers who are to fight 
the battles; if that is the spirit in which the reg- 
ular Army is to be administered, I, for one, am 
disposed to break it up. You all know thatatthe 
last session of Congress there was no one more 
desirous to strengthen the hands of the regular 
Army than myself; but I say if it is to be man- 
aged in the way it has been managed; if that is 
the spirit that is to be infused into the regular 
Army; if the officers who are educated at the ex- 
pense of the Government cannot serve anywhere 
except ina regular regiment; if they cannot be 
allowed to command and lead gallant volunteers, 
who are as good as they are, then there is no use 
in educating any more, but let us depend on the 
| people to furnish officers and men; and that is the 
real reason why I am opposed to this bill. 

Mr. WILSON. The Senator from Ohio has 
made a strong pointonthe Adjutant General of the 
Army and on the administration of the Army in 
the War Office; but he has not made a point 
against West Point. The Senfttor’s argument, 
instead of being against West Point and against 
the cadets of West Point, is in favor of West 
Point, for that Senator sought to obtain West 
Pointers to lead the men of Ohio, and he speaks 
with approbation of those young men that he 
thinks the Adjutant General would tear away from 
the command of two thousand volunteers of Ohio, 
and send to the far-off shores of the Pacific. Now, 
sir, | say what [ know when I declare that the 
officers, and especially the young officers, of the 
Army of the United States have been secking at 
| the War Office for months to be detailed to take 
| commands in the volunteer forces of the States. 

Governors of States, regiments in the States, have 
applied to the Federal Government to obtain the 
services of these Army officers. The Army officers 
| themselves have asked to be detailed. ts a few 
cases they have been detailed. In most cases the 
application has been met with a refusal, and it has 
grieved the officers as much as it could grieve the 
men who sought their services. 

The truth is, sir, that the young men educated 
at West Point, whoare loyal to the country, have 
sought these positions, and have shown all the 
zeal that anybody could desire to take these com- 
/ mands to prepare volunteers for the field, and to 
| lead them in the field. Ido not doubt that in the 
battles which are before us the graduates of West 
Point will fight for their country now as bravely 
as they have upheld its flag in the past. It has 
so proved in every contest through which we have 
gone. Who commanded a day or two ago over 
| the river here at Drainsville but General Ord; who 
commanded in Missouri the other day but Gen- 
eral Pope, both of them West Pointers? The 
Government has appointed outof the Army forty- 
six officers to be generals of volunteers, and has 
appointed from the men who have served the coun- 
try in battle, or who are graduates of West Point, 
seventy-five of the one hundred and ten brigadiers, 
leaving but thirty-five to be selected from citizens; 
and nearly one half of them have been educated 
at military schools in the Old World or in the 
New. Taking out of this lithe Army forty-six 
officers, and making them generals shows with 
what anxiety, with what earnestness the volun- 
teers and the people of the States have sought the 
services of men educated at West Point. 

Now, if Senators believe that, in the present ex- 
igencies of our country, we ought not to incur this 
| additional expense, and if they put their opposi 
| tion to the bill upon that ground, they can stand 
upon it; and I think that isa fair subject for con- 
| sideration, but even in,that view I feel inclined 

to support the bill, for [ believe we need the edu- 
cation which West Point gives to the young men 
| ofthe country. I hope the opposition to this bill 
| will not be put upon the ground that the loyal 
officers who are graduates of West Point are not, 





to give the word of command, and were to be sent || I do not say the ablest men of the country; for it 
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would be strange, selected as they are and edu- 
cated at one institution, that they should all be 
men of great intellect; but they are trained men, 
and they have shown in all the contests of the 
past devotion and ability,and I believe they will 


do it in this war. | know there are complaints 
that they are notin earnest, that their hearts are 
not in this contest. No doubt there are many 
oflicers in the Army, as there are many officers in 


the volunteers, whose hearts are not in this con- 
test; aud probably there are as many such in the 
volunteers asin the West Point graduates. I sup- 
pose that in former days the old Army was pretty 
nearly equally divided between the Whig and the 
Democratic purties; but when the new issues of 
the last few years came up, situated as they were, 
the largest proporuon of the officers of the Army 
sided with those who have administered the Gov- 
ernment during the last ten years. When this 
war opened, their sympathies and their feelings 
were unquestionably against those who are ad- 
ministering this Government; and to-day, as far 
as | can judge from looking over the list, of the 
one hundred and ten brigadters, at least eighty ar 
opposed to the prese nt Administration. W hen- 
ever there is a separate c mmand, with but one 
solitary excepuon, that command is under the 
control of a gen ral opposed to the present Ad- 
ministration. 

Mr. WADE. Opposed to the war? 

Mr. WILSON. No, sir, not opposed to the 


war; but they are men who did not sympathize 


with those who brought this Administration into | 


power. Il say nothing of the wisdom of making 
these selections; but 1 am not surprised that they 
were made, because the largest proportion of the 
men that had any military experience were not 
in harmony or sympathy with those who brought 
this Administration into power; and many of the 
volunteer officers, when they left their homes to 
come into the field, believed that this war was 
brought upon the country by the men who enter- 
tain the views that you, sir,and I,and a majority 
in this Chamber entertain. But, sir, this is all 
being rapidly cured. Take this class of men from 
under political control; take them away from the 
misrepresentations of newspapers and party or- 
ganizations; bring them here, put them across the 
river; let them sleep under the covering of their 
tentsin thesecold nights; letthem traverse through 
** the sacred soil of Virginia’’ knee deep in mud; 
let them stand out on picket guard and be fired 
at, and they soon learn who the traitors are who 
brought on this war; and they are fast learning 
what the cause of the war is. I say here to-day 
that nine tenths of the army of the Potomac un- 
derstand who brought on this war, and whatis its 
cause. You may take any class of men, however 
educated, or however associated at home, and put 


ne 
art 


them thirty days under the flag of the country in | 


face of this rebellion, and they will understand it 


all, and comprehend it, and know why we areina | 


war, and who has brought this wicked and cause- 
less rebellion upon us, and forced us into a bloody 
struggie. 

Sir, [do not think West Point is justly liable 
to the censure administered by the Senator from 


Ohio, [Mr. Wape.] 


from the rebellious States that have gone into this | 


contest, who were educated at West Point, were 


any more disloyal than their fellow-citizens. The | 


public men of those States led the country into 
this war. They hada purpose init. They car- 
ried many of these officers with them; and it isa 
fact well known in the Army and out of the Army 
that some of the officers resigned their commis- 
sions, and went home under promises of increased 
rank and position; but many of them resigned 
with the greatest possible reluctance. 


If we are to defeat this bill, let us do it on the | 


principle of economizing the expenditures of the 
Government, and then let us act on that policy 
during the rest of the session; for I believe to-day 


THE CONGRE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fosrer | 


in the chair.) The letter sent up by the Senator 
from Ohio will be read. 
The Secretary read, as follows: 
ApsvuTant GenerRat’s OFFICE, 
Wasninotron, December 14, 1861. 
Str: In reply to your Jetter of the Sth instant, addressed 
to Major General McClellan, | am directed to say that the 
services ot Captains Forsyth and Marker are required with 
their regiment now in Oregon, and that permission cannot 
be granted them to conunand ue regimens of Ohio volura 
teers, as requested by you 
Jam, sir, very respectiully, your obedient servant, 
L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant General. 
Hon. Joun Snerman, United Slates Senator. 


Mr. GRIMES. It seems to me that the argu- 
ment, drawn from the disloyalty of the officers of 
the Army who resigned and abandoned their po- 
sitions in the service during the last winter and 
spring, is nota very cogentone. They were born 
in the States that are now disloyal, they were ap- 
pointed from those States, many of them owned 
property there; they therefore went with that por- 
tion of the country when it engaged in rebellion; 
but surely that gives no reason to suppose that 


Representatives in Congress from the loyal States | 


will appoint young men who will hereafter tarn 
out to be disloyal. But I rose, sir, to correct what 
I think is a very great misapprehension of the 
Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Snerman,] in supposing 
that the passage of this bill will entail great addi- 
tional expense on the Government. He says it 
will create an additional expense of $200,000 a 
year. 
that. 
average annual expense of each cadet at West 


I] think the Senator is greatly mistaken in | 
It may be true, doubtless it is, that the | 


Point heretofore has been $1,000. We pay them | 


thirty dollars a month—$360a year; which Is all 
they get. 


The balance of the $1,000 is made up | 


in the salaries of the professors, in keeping horses | 


, essential in teaching these young gentlemen the 
in powder and ammunition, and arti- | 


artof riding; in} 
cles of that kind. The aggregate expense may be 
$1,000 for each cadet, but it will be no greater if 
we pass this bill than it has been heretofore, for 
by this bill we only supply from the loyal States 
just about the number of students that have here- 
tofore been supplied to the academy from the dis- 
loyal States. Besides, we are obliged to keep up 
the corps of professors, we are obliged to keep up 
all this paraphernalia, to enable them to carry on 
the instruction properly, and the only additional 
expense over what has heretofore been incurred 


will be sent there under this bill over the number 
that were s nt under the law as it existed prior to 
the rebellion. The only expense that will be added 
by the bill over the expenditure to-day will be 
the pay and rations of the additional students, 
amounting, I think, to about thirty-six thousand 
dollars. 

Mr. WADE. There is another reason, in ad- 
dition to those I stated before, why Lam opposed 
to this bill. 


| private military schools are springing up, and mil- 


1 |; military science as teachers. 
I do not think that the men | 


itary tactics are being taught in our high schools. 
Our high schools are getting gentlemen skilled in 
1 am in favor of that 
process which is going on. 
away with any necessity for this monopoly, this 
aristocratic branch of our Government. If any 


necessity did at one time exist for a Government 
institution like this, that necessity has now alto- | 


that our danger lies in the extravagant expendi- || 


tures we have upon us. However, 1 think we 
can well incur the small expense that will be en- 
tailed on the country by the passage of this bill, 
and | shall vote for it, 

Mr. GRIMES. Mr. President—— 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the Senator from 
lowa will allow a letter which | have sent to the 
desk to be read. 1 do not wish to do injustice to | 
the officers of the Army. 

Mr.GRIMES. Certainly. 


i 


gether ceased. 
versed in matters of military science, they will 
turn their attention to that branch as they do to 
everything else; and | think there is no more ne- 


I perceive that all over the country 


| broken out. 


I believe it is doing || 


If men have an interest to become | 


cessity now for the Government undertaking the | 


or of mev in any other branch of life. It would 


education of military men than of coach-makers, | 


be a very sad thing for us if no locomotives could | 


be built, or if ships could not be built for our mer- 
chant service; but it would be entirely improper 
and unnecessary for the Government to undertake 
to instruct men in those arts, and it is just as un- 


necessary, at this time, that it should undertake | 


the education of men in military affairs. I have 


no doubt that our private military schools are as | 
good and as thorough in every way as is the mil- 
| tary establishment at West Point; and they have 


this immense advantage over it, that the young 
men who are educated there are so educated be- 
cause they believe that a military education is 
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Academy because they can get an education there 
at the expense of the Government, and they are 


not as likely to be as well adapted to this profes 


| sion as if they commenced it voluntarily in private 


schools. 

Another great objection to this institution is 
that it stands in the way of men of merit rising 
from the ranks to high military position. Your 
regular soldier has nothing to encourage him; his 
ambition is dead, benumbed by this system of 
monopoly. When a man goes into your ranks, 
he knows that he is to remain there forever, and 
that strikes a more benumbing blow at the effi- 
ciency of your army than can be overcome or 
overbalanced by the education that young men 
may get there. 

I agree with my colleague that the men who 
will eminently disunguish themselves in this war, 
whv will come forward and show themselves ca- 
pable of commanding great armies in the field, 
will be men the scope of whose intellect has never 
been narrowed down to the rules of your military 
school. It was so in our last war with Great Brit- 
ain. Our military officers then grew up with the 
service. There was General Brown, the man who 
in the war of 1812 first turned the tide of affairs 
in our favor. Our old officers all failed; they were 
good for nothing; they sacrificed their armies, and 
misfortune attended us everywhere. Here wasa 
man who had no military pretensions; when he 
went into the Army he was a militia officer; but 
he showed military talent, and he was advanced 
and took the lead of the Army, and from that time 
onward other men grew up in your service and 
conducted the war to a final and glorious termi- 
nation. His predecessors were men who were 
supposed to have military education. I believe 
General Hull was an educated military man; at 
all events he had been a military officer in the 


| Revolution. So of Wilkinson; so of a great many 


others who brought nothing but defeat and dis- 


| grace on the American arms. 


I think there is no necessity for this increase of 
cadets at West Point, and certainly it can be of 
no use in our present controversy, while it is at- 
tended with considerable expense; and that alone, 
if there was nothing else, would determine me to 


go against it. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I suppose 
no one pretends that this increase of cadets at the 
Military Academy will be of any service what- 
ever during the present war. We are now edu- 


| cating thoroughly about thirty thousand officers; 


certainly over twenty-five thousand officers are 
receiving a military education in the field superior 
to any other education that can be given to mili- 


| tary men. For forty years we shall have this 


great army of educated military men to draw 
trom. Now, why increase the number of cadets 


| at West Point at this time? A necessity for it may 


have existed a year ago, or two years ago, or five 
years ago; but now I am prepared to vote to abol- 
ish West Point Academy. I believe that for this 
institution the present rebellion would never have 
I have been informed that an officer 


' of the southern army, at a public dinner table in 


Montreal the other day, stated that there were 
traitors enough among the old officers of your 
Army now in command to render it utterly im- 
possible for you ever to acquire victory. It is 
said that he was a little drunk; such men do get 
so sometimes; but he made that statement. 

I understand that the average expense to the 
Government of each West Point graduate for life 
is $75,000. By educating these men, you fasten 


| themupon your Treasury whether you want them 


or not. They are appointed brevet second lieu- 
tenants the moment they graduate, though you do 
not require them; and they are regularly promoted 
according to seniority. You will finally have by 


| this system an army of officers utterly worthless, 


scattered all over the land, leeches upon your 
Treasury, whom you will never need; whereas the 


_ officers whom you are now educating in front of 


suited to them, because they have some natural || 


theenemy and under fire are to be diffused through- 
out your entire population. 

Another thing, sir; we have discovered that one 
of your volunteer colonels, who has received a 
home military education, will raise you a regiment 
in thirty days almost anywhere, whereas your 
West Point men cannot raise a regiment; send 


| them all out to recruit and the whole of them can- 


not raise a regiment in two months. I was talk- 


| genius for it; but here they go into your Military |! ing with a captain of the regular Army the other 
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day, who was on recruiting service. Sa 
«Reed, how do you get along?” * Well,’’ said 
he, ‘*I get along excellently well; last week I re- 
cruited one man, but the damned fellow deserted 
on Sunday.” (Laughter.] That is the experience 
of your regular officers; they do not recruit; they 
do not fili your Army; you cannot rely on them; 
you cannot rely upon your regular Army in an 
emergency, and your educated men at West Point 
cannot get up your regiments when you require 
them. 

Mr GRIMES. 
West Point? 


Was that officer a graduate of 


Mr. CHANDLER. He had received a mili- | 


tary education. 

Mr. GRIMES. 
Point? 

Mr. CHANDLER. No; but he was an officer 
of the regular Army; and your West Point officers 
fare no better. We must rely, sir, In any emer- 
rency on our volunteer force; they will not enlist 
under officers of the regular Army. 

{ said a moment ago that L was prepared to vote 
for the abolition of this West Point School. I 
would vote for it upon the ground that the West 
Point Academy has produced more traitors within 
the last fifty years than all the institutions of learn- 
ing and education that have existed since Judas 
Iscariot’s time. I state that, and I believe it. 

Let an emulation arise between the States. 


Was he a graduate of West 


Michigan has already established a military de- | 
partment to her State University. LetotherStates | 


do the same thing; let the young men of the sev- 
eral States receive a military education at home, 
and very soon a spirit of emulation will spring 
up among the different States, and instead of hav- 
ing the number specified in this bill of educated 
military men, every State will have as many, or 
more, perhaps, of educated military men, and I 
will guaranty that they will be as well educated 
as these men are. The spirit of emulation will 
lead each State to endeavor to excel every other 
State in the perfection of its military education. 
Instead of voting this increase, | should prefer to 
abolish the West Point Academy. [ shall not 
introduce a bill of that kind, but if the chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs will do so, 
I shall vote for it promptly; but in God’s name 


put uo more West Point officers upon us at this | 
time, when we are educating thirty thousand men | 


thoroughly, and preparing them for generals. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ido not agree with the 
honorable Senators who have spoken so strongly 
against the West Point Academy as an institu- 
tion, although I shall vote with them upon this 
proposition. 

Mr. WADE. That is all that is important. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
tinctly understood why I vote against this bill, 
and therefore I shall state my reasons for oppos- 
ing it. The difference between my friend from 
Ohio and myself is that my acts may be impert- 
ant, and my words never are; but his words are 
always moreimportant than hisacts. (Laughter. ] 


lt strikes me thatone argument which has been | 


advanced—and I do not profess to be able to offer 
any new one—is conclusive on this matter; and 


that is, that so far as this war is concerned, an | 


increase of the number of students at the acad- 
emy can be of no possible benefit. 
orable Senator from Ohio (Mr. Smearman] has 
suggested, if the war is to continue four or five 


years, at the end of it we shall not be in a condi- | 


t If it is to end | 
in One year or two years, or before, as we hope, | 


tion to pay anything to anybody. 


it will be time cnough for us to provide for West 
Point. Nor do I think the amount which will be 
taken from the Treasury under this bill, especi- 
ally if it is so small an amountas my friend from 
lowa [Mr. Grimes] seems to suppose, is of any 


very particular importance,except by — of set- | 
enators || 


to the 


tung anexample. I wish to say 
e obliged to say 


present what, perhaps, I may 


to a termination disastrous to the country, very 
soon, unless we set ourselves about the work of 


begin upon a small thing as upon a large one. I 


have not been opposed to providing a sufficient | 
force, and paying that force; but I have been op- |) 


posed. from the beginning, to the race which has 
een run between the Executive and Congress— 
and for which Congress is as much responsible 
as the Executive—to see which could manifest the 





Said I, || most patriotism 


I wish to have it dis- | 


As the hon- | 


i 
t |; that | do respect. 
more in detail by and by, that this war will come || 


te || they not disbanded? 
economizing our expenses; and we may as well } 
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by calling loudest for the most 
money. That has been the only principle with 
regard to money affairs which has been manifested 
ateitherend of the avenue, in my judgment, with 
the single exception of one officer. From the be- 
ginning of this contest, the spirit manifested by 
Congress and by the Executive appears to have 
been to see whu could talk loudest abontthe largest 
amount of money to be spent,as if that would ac- 
complish the purpose. I warn Senators that we | 
must begin somewhere in the work of retrench- | 
ment, and begin speedily; and, for my part, | mean 
to begin at the very first point that presents itself 


be ina position where we shall have no money to 
economize upon. 
Look, for instance, at one example of the man- 
ner in which things are managed. The govern- | 
ment of the Army started with the idea that we 
wanted no cavalry. j 
| the conclusion that we did want cavalry, and they | 


gave notice of that fact; and without counting || 


what was to be the end of rt and what it was to 
come to, they allowed every man who offered to 
do so to raise a regimentof cavalry. A regiment 
| of cavalry costs something. It costsabout double 
what a regiment of infantry costs, and perhaps 
more than double; | presume it costs $1,500,000 
a year. I was informed by a man who knew all 
about it—because he is one of the very highest | 
military men—that ten thousand cavalry was all 

we could use, or twenty thousand at the outside; 


regiments of cavalry either raised or in process of 
being raised, and mostof them, as my friend from | 
lowa suggests, are regiments of twelve hundred 
| men each. There is very little use for them. The 
Government can do nothing with them. They 
are not even armed, and we have no arms for a 
very large proportion of them; and yet they are | 
raised, and the men are paid, and the horses are | 
| boughtand supported by the Government. Many 


on their way here. There is no provision for 
them; no service to be required of them when they 
come here. There is at least $50,000,000 to be 
spent for cavalry, for which the men who control 
the Army say they have no use, and all because 
nobody inquired in the first place how many were | 
necessary. 

| Can we get along in that way? 


I have asked 


steps taken immediately to disband these useless 


are coming day after day. Many of their horses 
are dying datly, and yet, while the Government 
has these horses, which are connected with cav- 
alry and cannot be used, it is buying horses every 
day, I am told, for one purpose or another. 


Mr. WILKINSON. I should like to ask the 


ments were not raised under the advice of the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army ? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Thatis more than I know. | 
I know not under whose advice it is. I charge | 
| nobody. I cannot tell where the blame is; | have 


nothing to sayin regard to individuals; | mention 
the fact. : to me that they 


It has been concede: 
are not necessary and cannot be used, and yet 
they are not disbanded, and Government is pay- 
ing its money for them to-day. Iam told by my 
friend from Vermont (Mr. Cortamer] that a regi- 
ment of cavalry came from Vermont the other 
day. We all know what fine horses they raise 
there, and the provision that is made for them. 
Several of those horses died on the wa 
of forage, and they are dying every Joe here— 
seven or eight a day—from exposure. The Gov- 
ernment has no place to put them in, and hardly 
anything to give them, and yet it is continually 
buying more horses. These are facts, as I am 
told by authority that ought to be respected and 
If these facts are patent, why 
| are these regiments coming every day? Why are 

not preparations made to stop them? Why are 
Why are not the horses 
taken and used for other purposes? Who is re- 
sponsible? Somebody must be, and yet there is 
one leak to which I call your attention and the 
attention of Congress. 

Some gentlemen have said, ‘* Oh, do not let Con- 
gress meddle with these things; we must leave the 
conduct of the war to the executive Government.” 





| 





to economize the public money, or we shall soon || 


Pretty soon they came to || 


and how many have we to-day? We have sixty || 


| five dollars. 
of these regiments are coming here, and others are || 


| value to the country. 
the question, and | ask it again, why were not | 


regiments? and yet not a step is taken, and they || 


Senator a question—whether these cavalry regi- 


for want | 


| of the regular officers to get recruits. 


Well, sir, I am willing to leave it to the execu- || there will be no sort of difficulty in filling up 
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tive Governmentif the executive Government will 
provide the means. But when we are called upon 
to provide the means and our constiwwents are 
called upon to take the money out of their oo 


ets to pay for these things, I should like to know 
if it is not our duty to inquire a little as to the con- 
duct of the war and the manner in which the money 
is expended. 

Sir, | have given this as one instance—a most 
striking one—which has appealed to me. I can 
mention a great many others which exhibit the 
same want of management, In my judgment; the 
same want of care; the same want of responsi- 
bility—not to sucha greatextent, butequally strik- 
ing. I ama supporter of this Administration; I 
sustain its principles; I sustain the men who are 
at the head of it; Lam willing to do all I can, to 
tax myself and to tax the people, and the people 
are ready to be taxed to carry on the war;.but we 
must stop and inquire what this is to lead to un- 
less there is to be a different system adopted; and 
for that reason I say, as [ intimated in the begin- 
ning, | am determined, so far as | am concerned, 
to scrutinize every appropriation that I can greta 
chance to look at before it passes this body for 
the purposes of this war—not that [ am not will- 
ing to give to the uttermost farthing that is neces- 


sary, and all that can be found necessary, but I 


will not consent that it be carried on in the style 
in which it bas been hitherto. I will not consent 
to 1t on principle tn the first place, from necessity 
in the second, unless gentlemen caa tell me where 
the money is to come trom; because the time will 
arrive, and that speedily, when we shall bave to 
look this thing in the face in a manner that will 
be disagreeable to us all. 

Gentlemen may think that what I have said is 
out of place on this bill, where only thirty-six or 
fifty thousand dollars are concerned; but such 
matters are never outof place, and they come into 
the consideration of a bill that appropriates but 
Agreeing with gentlemen, as I do 
most decidedly and thoroughly, that we can gain 
nothing in the world by making additional ap- 
propriations to educate gentlemen at West Point 
at the present time, this measure ought to be 
deferred, in my judgment; letitgo by. I have 
nothing to say about West Point and the educa- 
tion there, except this: | believe the military edu- 
cation that is obtained there to be of the greatest 
j It has been and will con- 
tinue tobe so. But I believe the moral education, 
if | may call it such, is a very bad one; that the 
pupils there are educated in a narrow, exclusive, 
miserable spirit, which they are exhibiting every 
day—and at no time more than now—in the field, 
and everywhere where they are employed, in the 
feelings that they seem to entertain towards the 
volunteers, as far as | am inforraed, and as far as 
I can judge from actual conversation. They seem 
to imagine that all the wisdom that can be found 
in man with regard to military affairs is confined 
to that little knot, and that none can be found any- 
where else. I do not agree to that, and it is time 
they should open their eyes to the fact that, 
though they are educated by the country for spe- 
cial purposes, they do not make the country, and 
do not make the Army in time of war, except as 


| they may be made serviceable in their particular 


position. Still lam favor of that academy. be- 
cause [ believe it to be essential to the safety of 
this great nation that we should have an educated 
class of military men for a great many purposes 
which cannot be got by God’s grace without 
study. 

I do not agree with my friend from Michigan 
in all he said in reference to the failure on the part 
I happen to 
know something about that. There are many 
reasons for it. In the first place, there are hardly 
half a dozen officers of the regular Ariny who are 
West Point graduates that are employed in re- 
cruiting atall. There is recruiting going on for 
the regular Army, but it is conducted by new 
officers appointed from civil life. The Govern- 
ment keéps them recruiting, and avails itself of 
the services of others in the field and in other 
places. Besides, gentlemen should consider the 
creat disadvantages under which they labor. They 
are obliged to come directly in competition with the 
volunteers, and the volunteer service is preferred 
by all. Puta stop to your volunteer enlistments, 
as they will stop very soon, and, in my judgment, 


choice of two services, one of which is much pref- 


erable to the other in many particulars, so far as | 


the immediate advantage 1s concerned, it Is Not to 
be wondered at that they will go into that corps 
which seems most agreeable to them; and that has 
been the great difficulty in the way, connected 
with our unwise legislation and the rules of the 
Department, which certainly are as well calcu- 


lated to prevent recruiting as anything possivly 
can be. 


he 
ie 


gentlemen who are engaged in recruiting and who 
have done the best they could, and accomplished 
more than | supposed they would be able to ac- 


complish, in view of the disadvantages under | 


which they have labored. 

1 rose not to say as much as I have said, but 
simply to call the attention of the Senate to what 
we shall have to speak plainly of very soon. I 
should like to have this subject laid aside, in order 
to take up the bill which has come from the House 
of Representatives, unless gentlemen wish to con- 
tinue the debate oa the bill under consideration. 

Mr. WILSON. The Senator from Maine de- 
sires to take up a special bill: he has kept the 
Senate here for that purpose, and J] want to ac- 
commodate the Senator. 
lay this bill aside and take up his bill, and after 
we have passed that, possibly we can settle this 
bill to-day. 

Mr. HALE. I move that the bill be postponed 
until to-morrow. I do not want it laid aside in- 
formally. I desire to say something upon it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Foster in 
the chair.) Itis moved that the further consid- 
eration of the bill now before the Senate be post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 

TEA, COFFEE, AND SUGAR DUTIES. 

The bill (H. R. No. 176) to increase the duties 
on tea, coffee, and sugar, was read twice by its 
title, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like, if the Sen- 
ate will agree to it, as they have had notice of 
what [ designed with reference to it, to have that 
bill taken up and acted on at the present time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


Maine asks the unanimous consent of the Senate 


to consider this bill at the present time without | 


reference. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to hear it read 
before we agree to that. Let us hear what it is. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
read for the information of the Senate. 

The Secretary read the bill, which enacts that 
from and after its passage, instead of the duties 
heretofore imposed on the articles mentioned in it 
imported from foreign countries, there shall be col- 


lected the following rates of duty: first, on all teas | 


20 cents per pound; second, on coffee of all kinds 
5 cents per pound; third, on raw sugar, commonly 
called Muscovado or brown sugar, and on sugars 
not.advanced above number twelve, Dutch stand- 
ard, by claying, boiling, clarifying, or other pro- 
cess, and on sirup of sugar, or of sugar cane, and 
concentrated molasses or concentrated melado, 25 
cents per pound; on white and clayed sugars, when 
advanced beyond the raw state above number 
twelve, Dutch standard, by clarifying or other 
process, and not yet refined, 3 cents per pound; 
on refined sugars, whether loaf, lump, ground, or 
pulverized, 5 cents per pound; on sugars, after 
being refined, when they are tinctured, colored, 
or in any way adulterated, and on sugar candy, 
Scents per pound; on molasses, 6 cents per gallon; 
but all sirups of sugar or sugar cane, concen- 
rated molasses or concentrated melado, entered 
under the name of molasses, or any other name 
than sirup of sugar or sugar cane, concentrated 
molasses or concentrated melado, are to be liable 
to forfeiture to the United States. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
ball . 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN., I will only say, as no | 
Senator calls on me for any explanation, the bill | 
explains itself; that it has n recommended by | 
the unanimous vote of the Committee of Ways | 
and Means of the House of Representatives, and | 
of the Committee on Finance of the Senate, and is | 
the proposition of the Secretary of the Treasury. | 
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the ranks of the regulars; but where men have the | 


I say this only as a matter of justice to | 


I think we had better || 


Mr. KING. I will inquire of the chairman of 
the contmittce whether we are to have other legis- 
lation in relation to the revenue than this bill? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Yes, sir. 

The bill was ordered to a third readin 
the third time, and passed. 


ADJOURNMENT FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that when the Sen- 
ate adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on Thurs- 
day next; and that when it adjourns on Thursday, 
|| it be to meet on the Monday following. I believe 
| that is the usual form. ‘The Senator from Maine 
| [Mr. Fessenpen) objected the other day toa joint 
| resolution of the House for an adjournment of 
| Congress 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I shall have no objection 

to the Senator’s motion if the Senate will remain 
| long enough in session to allow the bill we have 
just passed to be enrolled and signed. It must be 
| signed, | suppose, while the Senate and House 
| are in session; otherwise, I shall move to adjourn 
| ull to-morrow, for every day is of importance. 
| Mr. SHERMAN. Then I move that when the 
| 
| 


re 


g; read 


| 





next; and when it adjourns on Thursday, it be to 


| pleasure of the Senate, | will extend it further by 

| adding, ‘and that when it adjourns on Monday, 
it be to meet on the Thursday following, the 2d 

| of January.”’ 

| Mr. SIMMONS. I am told a resolution has 
just passed the House to adjourn from to-day tll 

| the 2d of January next. Thatis all that the Sen- 


Senate adjourns to-day, it be to meet on Thursday | 


meet on the following Monday; and if it be the | 


| merely adjourns the House. 
| the Senate at all, 


GLOBE. 





December 23, 


The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That when this House 
adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on the 2d day of January 
next at twelve o’clock, meridian. 


Mr. COLLAMER. 


That, if I understand it, 
It does not adjourn 


Mr. SHERMAN. I suppose there is no objec- 


| tion to allowing the House to have its own way 


| with regard to an adjournment. 


| ator from Ohio desires, and J should like to have | 


a vote on that resolution. Therefore, if we can 
keep the Senate here by some means or other until 
we receive it from the House, I think we can pass 
| the resolution to adjourn to meet on the 2d day of 


Mr. WILSON. The Senator from New Hamp- 


| the bill in regard to West Pointa short time since. 
He is willing to take it up now. 
|| enough to consider it, and therefore | move to re- 
consider the vote postponing it, for the purpose 
of taking up the bill at this time. 

Mr. CLARK. 
considered. The bill is of some importance—of 
sufficient importance not to attempt to debate it 
| in this position of the Senate. We can as well 
| sit here chatting with each other until the tariff 
bill is signed as we can when somebody is making 
a speech. 
| some discussion. 1 should certainly desire to 
| make some observations on it before 1 gave a vote 


| I have no objection to waiting until the other bill 
is enrolled and signed. 

Mr. WILSON. 
ator from New Hampshire, who has just taken 
his seat, desired to discuss the question, and I 
thought we might dispose of it to-day; but as he 
desires to do so, I withdraw the motion I made. 
| Mr. COLLAMER. I rise merely to suggest 
\| to the Senate that the motion that i the Sen- 


| 
| @ 





| a time, I take it is one that there must be a quo- 


| row without a quorum, but the motion to adjourn 
| over will require one, and we are thinning out 
| rapidly just now. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 


lib 


a 
| day of January next, in which the concurrence of 
|, the Senate was requested. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let us take that up. 


j 
| fore the Senate is on the motion of the Senator 
|| from Ohio, that when the Senate adjourns to-day, 
| it adjourn to meet on Thursday next, and when 
|| it adjourns on Thursday, it be to meet on Mon- 


| day, and when it adjourns on Monday, it be to 
_ meet on the following Thursday. 


| purpose of taking the sense of the Senate on the 
| resolution of the House of Representatives. 
Mr. COLLAMER. Let the resolution be read. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution from 
| the House of Representatives is now before the 
| Senate and will be read by the Secretary. 


1 hope that vote will not be re- | 


We can wait as well without taking | 


up business of importance. I think that bill needs | 


I did not know that the Sen- | 


ute adjourn to-day it be to meet on such and such | 


rum to act upon. We may adjourn until to-mor- | 
| 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question be- | 


Mr. SHERMAN. I will withdraw that forthe | 


January. Sucharesolution has passed the House. | 
shire [Mr. Har] desired the postponement of | 


We have time | 


| 
| 


I] upon it, and I think it had better lie where it is. | 


y Mr. Morais, chief clerk, announced that the | 
House had passed a resolution providing for the | 
djournment of Congress from to-day until the 2d | 


| 
} 


| 
| 


i 





I] 





We cannot do 


_any legislative business here during the holidays; 


then why not allow the House to adjourn at its 
discretion until the day after New Year’s? We 
can pursue the other course, and it will answer 
just as well. Incase of exigency we shall be here. 
itis the constitutional mode of adjourning. They 
ask our consent that they shall adjourn for more 
than three days. We simply concur in that re- 
quest. It is a proper one,and we ought to agree 
to it. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I take it that is the con- 
stitutional way; there is no doubt of that; but it 
is unprecedented. When the House adjourns it 
has always been done, | believe, by the adjourn- 
mentof Congress; Congress adjourns by the con- 
sent of the two Houses. My only doubt about 
it is this: it would not leave the Senate in session 


| to do, if it became necessary, some executive 


| business; but I believe if the other motion be 
| adopted, adjourning over three days after three 


i 





| . . e™ ° 
| days, it will practically amount to the same thing 
; . . ° . 

as adjourning Congress, for no quorum will as- 


semble on those occasions. Itseems tome, there- 


| fore, it would be better toamend the resolution of 


the House by including the Senate, and I offer 


| that amendment. 


Mr. KING. My opinion is against this ad- 
journing over. I think it better for Congress to 
remain here in session. I do not know of any 
special or particular reason for us to remain here, 
but in my opinion it is better for us to do so than 
to adjourn over for this period of time in either 
branch of Congress in any form at all. I shall 
therefore vote againstthe resolution. Of course 
other Senators can act on their own opinions 
about it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont moves to amend the resolution by strik- 
ing out all after the word ‘* concurring’’ in the 
House resolution, and inserting the following: 

That when the two Houses adjourn to-day it be to meet 
at twelve, meridian, on the 2d day of January next. 

Mr. HALE. I do not want to say a word 
against that, but I do not see in his seat the Sen- 
ator from Virginia, [Mr.Caruite,} who suggested 
some reasons that he had for a motion to adjourn, 
and among them, a desire to eat a family dinner 
on Christmas day with his family. Those are 
reasons that ought to be considered. I trust the 
Senator from New York appreciates that kind of 
feeling, and that he will forbear pressing his pe- 
culiar views growing out of his peculiar relations 
on the Senate, [laughter,] and will permit us to 
adjourn. 

Mr. WILSON. Youshould have said his want 
of relations. [{Laughter. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
agreeing to the amendment eennal by the Sen- 
ator from Vermont. 

The question being put, there were on a divi- 
sion—ayes 19, noes 8; no quorum voting. 

Mr. WADE. I move that the Senate do now 
adjourn. [‘*Oh, no.’’) 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ihope not. I appeal to 
my friend not to make that motion now. 

Mr. WADE. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr.SHERMAN. I renew the motion I made 
some time since for an adjournment for three days 
at a time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question ison 
concurring in the resolution sent from the House 
of Representatives. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Is it in order now to sub- 
mita motion? Wehave no quorum, and we cannot 
act on that resolution if any one Senator inter- 
poses. I therefore move to lay that proposition 
aside, in order that I may make a motion that 
when the Senate adjourns to-day it be to meet on 
Thursday next 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is the impres- 
sion of the Chair the Senator cannot submit that 
motion. It is an act requiring notice of a motion. 
We have the regular hour of” meeting fixed by a 
vote of the Senate now. 




















Mr.GRIMES. 

resent, and L want to offer a resolution. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is a ques- 
tion before the Senate, and that is the resolution 
from the House of Representatives. _ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I insist that until it is 
ascertained there ig a quorum present, no motion 
can be made, and fo business done. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Excepttoadjourn, 
of course. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
there is no quorum present. 
Iowa desires to offer a resolution. 
cannot offer his resolution now. 








The Senator from 
Of course he 


I think there isa quorum now 


We have discovered that | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair rules | 


that it is not in order at the present time. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


I will call for the yeas | 


and nays to see if we cannot geta quorum. Lcall | 


for the yeas and nays on the question on which 
the Senate divided. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It is too late to make that 
call. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That question has 
passed the Senate. It has been taken. 

Mr. HALE. There was no quorum. 

Mr. FOOT. The question, then, is on con- 
curring in the resolution of the House; and upon 
that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr.SHERMAN. I will ask whether a motion 


to adjourn over within three days is not in order, 
even with less than a quorum? i know that a mo- 
tion to adjourn until to-morrow is in order at any 
time; but in the House a motion to adjourn over 
takes precedence overasimple motion to adjourn 
without a quorum. Ido not know what is the 
rule here. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate, when | 


it had its constitutional number to make a quo- 
rum, fixed its hour of meeting; and the impres- 
sion of the Chair is that the uniform rule in this 
body has been that it takes a Senate to change 
that. The question is on concurring in the reso- 
lution of the House. 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, | 


resulted—yeas 1], nays 18; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Foot, Grimes, Hale, Powell, 


Saulsbury, Sherman, Simmons, Wilkinson, Willey, and 


Wilsoun—1L. 
NAYS—Messrs. Browning, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 


Davis, Fessenden, Foster, Harlan, Harris, Howe, King, | 


Lane of Indiana, Pomeroy, Rice, Sumner, Thomson, 
Trumbull, aud Wade—18. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no quo- 
rum voting. 

Mr. HALE. 1 was going to move that the 
Senate adjourn; but it has been suggested to me 
that there is some business to be done. 

Mr. BROWNING. We are waiting fora bill 
that is being enrolled. 


Mr. SHERNAN. Asamatter of course, I do 


not propose to appeal from the decision of the | 


Chair, and I have no doubt the statement of the 
Chair is a correct one; but the practice of the 


other House is different, and [ think the House | 


is correct. Whenever the Senate finds itself with- 
Out a quorum it can adjourn. The Senate can 
decide when it may adjourn with less than a quo- 
rum, It may adjourn until to-morrow or the next 
day, but it cannotadjourn over threedays. The 
Constitation forbids theiradjourning beyond three 
days without the consent of the other House; but 
the Senate may adjourn, and may adjourn any 
time within the constitutional rule, the Constitu- 
tion having fixed a prescribed rule of adjournment. 
It seems to me, therefore, that the Senate have the 
power, with even less than a quorum, to adjourn 


ee three days, and therefore that motion is in 
order, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Ohio || 
will see in a moment that he is wrong. The rules || 
fix the time to which we adjourn. It is to twelve | 
o’clock. That is by a standing rule of the body. | 


We can adjourn with less than a quorum, but we || 
This would be an altera- | 


cannot alter that rule. 
tion of a rule, which requires a quorum to alter. 
Less than a quorum may simply adjourn. The 
time to which the Senate shall adjourn is fixed by 


arule which cannot be changed with less than a | 


majority of the Senate present. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


ceive the point. The eae to adjourn includes 
within it the time to be 


he Senator does not per- | 


xed to which we adjourn, | 


and we may change that at any time within three | 


days. 


fixing the hours of meeting from day to day? 
Mr. SHERMAN. The Senate on a general 
adjournment can change that. 
Mr. COLLAMER. Without a quorum? 
Mr. SHERMAN. 
simply a question of adjournment. 


wn COLLA MER. What becomes of the rule y 


It is not legislation; it is | 


Mr. TRUMBULL. It seems to me that we | 


are wasting time by sitting here. I was going to 
suggest that we had better adjourn until to-mor- 
row, and then when we meet, the bill for which 
we are waiting can be reported as enrolled to us, 
and perhaps there may be a quorum present. I 
hope so. At any rate no vote will be taken to 
show that there is not a quorum. It will be a quo- 
rum on the record when we meet undoubtedly, 
and in that way we can get out of this difficulty, 
and adopt our resolution if we think proper to- 
morrow, and adjourn for three days. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not know what the 
rules of the House are; but I suppose when a 
message is sent from the House to the Senate the 
House itself must be tn session. For instance, 
if the House should adjourn to-day without send- 
ing in that bill, can it come in while the House is 
not in session? Ido not know what the rule is. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis not necessary, 
in the opinion of the Chair, for one House to be 


in session when bills are being signed in the other 


House 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Tunderstand that. My 
point is not perceived. ‘he House proposes to 
send us a message announcing that an enrolled 
bill has been signed. Suppose that is done by 
the House in order. When the bill arrives here 
this body is not in session, and to-morrow when 
this body is in session the House is not. Can 
that message be delivered to the Senate, the House 
not being in s@ssion? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I see no reason why it 
should not. The House has adjourned over until 
say next Thursday 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Cana message from the 
House be sent to us when the House is not in 
session ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
House has been so. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There has been some 
doubt about that; and therefore I would rather 
wait a few moments until that bill is sent in. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 





I think the practice of the 


| state that the practice has been uniform for officers 


| sible slip about it. 


| of the House, and I will ask him. 


representing the other branch of Congress to bring 
messages when that body is not in session. That 
is the uniform practice of both Houses. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Well, sir, I only sug- 
gested that difficulty, for I do not want any pos- 
It would be very injurious. 
I should like to have the opinion of the Secretary 
of the Senate on the subject, who has been Clerk 
{After con- 
sultation with Colonel J. W. Forney, Secretary 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair will say to the 
gentleman from Ohio that the rule expressly re- 
quires that all bills reported on this call of com- 
mittees shall be referred to a Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I suppose the bill may be 
pores by genera! consent, Lt introduces no new 
egislation. It is simply for the organization of 
two circuit courts for the Northwest. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to put the bill 
on its passage. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. 
take its regular course. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 


I ask that the bill may 


ISRAEL FRISBIE. 


Mr. GRIDER, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
the surviving children of Israel Frisbie,a revolu- 


tionary soldier; which was read a first and second 


time. 

Mr. DUELL. [ask that that bill may be put 
on its passage. It makes but a small appropria- 
tion, and is a very meritorious case. 

Mr. HOLMAN. IL object. 

The bill was then referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on Private Claims, and, with the 
report, ordered to be printed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message in writing from the President of the 
United States was received by Mr. Nicotay, his 
Private Secretary. 

BILLS ON LEAVE. 
The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 


| States and Territories for the introduction of bills 
| of which previous notice has been given for refer- 


ence. 
MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 


Mr. PERRY introduced a bill to amend an act 
entitled ** An act to provide for the better organi- 
zation of the military establishment;’? which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


EMPLOYMENT OF VOLUNTEERS, ETC. 

Mr. PERRY also introduced a bill to amend an 
act entitled ** An act to authorize the employment 
of volunteers to aid in the enforcement of the laws 
and protecting the public property;’’ which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 


| Committee on Military Affairs. 


ERLE HARBOR. 
Mr. BABBITT introduced a bill making an 


|| appropriation for the preservation and improve- 
| ment of the harbor of Erie, in the State of Penn- 


of the Senate.] If I understand the ruling of the | 
Chair that the bill must be signed when there is | 
| a quorum, or when it does not appear that there || 


is not a quorum, [ shall not offer any further op- 
position to an adjournment; for | understand the 
practice has been uniform in both branches to send 
messages after the body has adjourned. 

Mr. CLARK. I move that the Senate do now 


| adjourn. 


r : ‘ 
The motion was «yreed to; and the Senate then 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 23, 1861. 


The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Stockton. 


| erty bill,’ and move to refer it. 


sylvania; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


HABEAS CORPUS. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. In pursuance of 


previous notice, | now introduce a ‘* personal lib- 
I offer a bill to 
regulate and enforce the writ of habeas corpus and 


| for the better security of the liberty of the citizen. 


The bill was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 


|| ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Joun A. Logan appeared to-day in his seat. | 


The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 
CALL OF COMMITTEES. 
The SPEAKER announced the first business 


for reference. 
CIRCUIT COURTS. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Lam directed by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary to report back House bill 


No. 116, to amend the act of March 3, 1837, en- 
titled ** An act supplementary to an act entitled 


| in order tu be the call of committees for reports | 


* An act to amend the judiciary system of the Uni- | 
ted States,’ ’’ with anamendment, and ask that the 


|| same be put on its passage. 





DIRECT TAX IN MISSOURI. 
Mr. NOELL introduced a Bint resolution sus- 


pending for twelve months the collection of the 
direct tax in the State of Missouri; which was 


| read a firstand second time, referred to the Com- 
| mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 


printed. 
ENROLLED RESOLUTION. 


Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that the committee had examined, 
and found truly enrolled, a joint resolution ex- 
sressive of the recognition by Congress of the gal- 
ant and patriotic services of the late Brigadier 
General Nathaniel Lyon, and the officers and sol- 
diers under his command at the battle of Spring- 
field, Missouri; when the Speaker signed the same. 


ARIZONA. 


Mr. WATTS introduced a bill to provide fora 
temporary government for the Territory of Ari- 
zona; which was read a first and second time, and 


| referred to the Committee on Territories. 
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MESSAGE FROM TIE SENATE. 


ij 


THE CONGRESSION 


A message was received from the Senate, by Mr. \| 


Forney, their Secretary, informing the House 
that the Senate have passed an act to amend an 
actentitied ** An act to prohibit the sale of spiritu- 
ows liquors and intoxicating drinks in the District 
of Columbia, in certain cases,’’ approved August 
5, 1361, in which he was directe C 
currence of the House. 


to ask the con- | 


Also, that the Senate have passed, without || 


amendment, the bill of this House making an ap- 


propriation for gunboats on western rivers. 


SALE OF LIQUORS TO SOLDIERS. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. 
House to take up and pass the bill which has just 
come from the § 
intoxicating drinks to soldiers. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I ask the con- 
sent of the House to make a suggestion in relation 
to that bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can only 
proceed by general consent. 

No objection was made. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. The same bill | 


which this seeks to amend came into this House | 


from the Senate at the last session of Congress. 


The House will remember that the gentleman | 


from Ohio, who I sce standing in his seat, [Mr. 
V ALLANDIGHAM, ] at that time suggested an amend- 
ment. Some little notice was taken of it at the 


time, and we passed what has since proved to be, | 
as | supposed then it would be, a very inefficient | 
bill. We passed another bill in the same session | 
amending it, and now still another bill comes here | 
I beg, under these | 
circumstances, to suggest to the gentleman from | 
Illinois that it will be wel! to let this bill be referred | 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia, and | 
receive some little considerntion before we make | 
That com- | 


from the Senate to amend it. 


another effort at amending this law. 
mittee are to have u meeting, I believe, to-morrow, 
and no great delay will be incurred. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. 1 have no objection to 


the reference, if the gen'leman wishes it. ! 
| 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. For the reason sug- | 
gested by the gentleman from New York, I think | 
this bill ought to go to the Committee on the Ju- | 
diciary. 
mittee, 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. 


of objection to tiat reference. 


The bill was referred to the Committee on the | 
Judiciary. | 


INDIAN DEPREDATIONS. 


os : ee 

Mr. WATTS introduced a bill to provide for 
the examination of claims for Indian eavuam 
1 was read | 


in the Territory of New Mexico; whic 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 


THE ALLOTMENT SYSTEM. 


Mr. WATTS also introduced a bill to extend | 
the allotment system to the volunteer forces in | 
the Territories; which was read a first and second | 


time, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 


The SPEAKER stated that the next business 
in order wus the éall of States and Territories for 
the introduction of resolutions. 


RENDITION OF FUGITIVE SLAVES. 


The following resolution, introduced by Mr. | 
Wixson, on Monday last, was taken up for con- | 
sideration; the previous question having been de- | 
manded on its adoption: | 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to report to this House a bill for the enactment of 
an additional article of war for the government of the Army, | 
whereby the officers in the military service of the United | 
States shall be prohibited from using any portion of the | 
forces under their respective commands for the purpose of | 
returniug fugitives from service or labor; and providing for 
the punishment of such officers as nay violate said article 
by dismissal from the service. 


The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. | 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask the consent of the 
House to ask a single question in reference to this 
resolution, 

Mr. BLAKE. | object. 

Mr. NOELL. I move to lay the resolution on 


the table, and call for the yeas and nays on the 
notion 


| 
INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS. 
} 











Iask the consent of the | 


enate, in relation to the sale of | 


1 move that it be referred to that com- | 


I have no sort || tion: 





The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The-question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 34, nays 70; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Joseph Baily, Biddle, Jacob B. Blair, 
George H Browne, Calvert, Cobb, Cravens, Dunlap, Dunn, 


Fouke, Grider, Uaight, Harding, Knapp, Law, Leary, | 


Login, Maynard, Menzies, Noble, Noell, Norton, Nugen, 


| Odell, Perry, Robinson, Shiel, Smith, John B. Steele, 


AL GLOBE. — 


SS 


| 


| 


| ing resolution; which was read, considered, and 
' 
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agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety and expediency of increasing 
the salaries of the Federal officers and the pay of the mem- 
bers of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Colo- 


|| rado, and report by bill or otherwise. 


Francis Thomas, Upton, Vallandigham, Webster, and Chil- | 


ton A. White—34. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Aldrich, Arnold, Babbitt, Goldsmith F. 
Bailey, Baker, Baxter, Beaman, Bingham, Francis Pr Blair, 
Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, Buffinton, Campbell, Chambertin, 
Clark, Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, 


| Cutler, Davis, Dawes, Diven, Duell, Eliot, Fessenden, 


i} 
i] 
i} 





Gooch, Goodwin, Hanchett, Harrison, Hooper, Hutchins, 
Julian, Francis W. Kellogg, Lansing, Loomis, McKean, 
McKnieht, McPherson, Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, Jus- 
tin 3. Morrill, Pike, Porter, Potter, John H. Rice, Riddle, 
Edward H. Rollins, Sedgwick, Shanks, Shellabarger, Sher- 
man, Sloan, Spaulding, Stevens, Benjamin F. Thomas, 
Train, Trimble, Trowbridge, Vandever, Van Horn, Wal 
lace, Charles W. Walton, E. P. Walton, Washburne, 
Wheeler, Whaley, Albert 8. White, Wilson, Windom, and 
Worcester—70. 

So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


DISLOYAL STATES. 
Mr. VANDEVER submitted the following res- 
olution, and called the previous question on its 
adoption: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the legality and expediency of establish- 
ing territorial governments within the limits of the disloyal 


| States and districts, and to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. MAYNARD. Would it be in order to 
amend so as to provide that we should first get 
into the disloyal States? [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. No amendment is in order 
pending the demand for the previous question. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


Mr. VANDEVER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resoluuon was adopted; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. VANDEVER also moved to reconsider 
the vote by which his colleague’s [Mr. Wiison’s]} 
resolution was adopted; and also moved that the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


INCREASE OF SOLDIERS’ PAY. 
Mr. ALDRICH offered the following resolu- 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be, and 
hereby is, instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 
creasing the pay of the non-commissioned officers of the 
Army ; and to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 1 move to insert the word 
‘* privates.’ 

Mr. ALDRICH. Laccept the amendmentasa 
modification of the resolution. 

The resolution as modified was adopted. 


TERRITORIAL LIBRARIES. 


Mr. BERNHISEL offered the folowing reso- 
lution; which was read, considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be requested 
to inquire into the expediency of providing forthe purchase 
of books'for the territorial libraries of New Mexico, Utah, 
Washington, and Nebraska, by appropriating $500 for each 
of said Territories, to be expended under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Interior; and that said committee report 
by bill or otherwise. 


LIBRARY OF COLORADO TERRITORY. 


Mr. BENNETT offered tht following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of providing by asufticient ap- 
ropriation for aterritorial library in the recently organized 
Territory of Colorado, and to report by bill or otherwise. 


CHANGE IN THE ORGANIC ACT OF COLORADO. 
Mr. BENNETT also introduced the follow- 


ing resolution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of amending the act 
of Congress approved February 28, 1861, organizing the Ter- 
ritory of Colorado, in the following particulars, viz: 1. Do 
away with the absolute veto power of the Governor, and 
restrict the same in like manner contained in the acts of 
Congress organizing Kansas and Nebraska. 2. Increasing 
the jurisdiction of justices of the peace to $500, and the 
jurisdiction of probate courts to $2,000, with jurisdiction 
also to probate courts of matters in controversy when the 
boundaries of land are in dispute; and to report by bill or 
otherwise. 


INCREASE OF PAY OF OFFICERS IN COLORADO. 
Mr. BENNETT also introduced the follow- 
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, EXPENSES OF TAKING TIE CENSUS OF COLORADO. 


| Mr. BENNETT also introduced the follow- 
ing resoluuon; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means he 
| instructed to inquire into the expenses incurred by the 

Governor in taking the late census of Colorado Territory 
| under the requirements of the organic act of said Territury ; 
| and that the said committee be also instructed to inquire 
| into the extraordinary expenses of the marshal of Colorado 
Territory for providing 4 jail for State prisoners and others, 
as well also as other judicial expenses for court-rooms, &c., 

and to report by bill or otherwise. 


TAXATION IN TERRITORIES. 


Mr. BENNETT also introduced the follow- 
ing resolution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 

Whereas the same ratio of taxation is being levied upon 
the people of the Territories as upon the people of the 
States of this Union ; and whereas this Government is based 
upon the consent of the governed, and the riglit of taxation 
without representation having always been denied by this 
people, and is manifestly wrong in principle and contrary 
to the spirit of our institutions: ‘Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of allowing Delegates 
from the Territories of the United States, all the rights and 
privileges of members of this branch of the national legis- 
lature. 


BRANCH MINT IN COLORADO. 


Mr. BENNETT also presented joint resolutions 
of the Legislative Assembly of Colorado, relative 
to the establishment of a branch of the United 
States Mint at Denver, in Colorado Territory; 
which was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


JOIN CRADLEBAUGH. 
Mr. CRADLEBAUGH offered the following 


resolution; which was objected to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be re- 
quested to inquire into the legality and propriety of paying 
to John Cradlebaugh his salary as associate justice of the 
supreme court of the Territory of Utah, from the year 1859 
to the 4th of March, 1861, and report by bill or otherwise. 


DUTIES UPON TEA, COFFEE, AND SUGAR. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Task the unan- 
imous consent of the House to report from the 
Committee of Ways and Means a bill to increase 
| the duties upon tea, coffee, and sugar. 
| Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. We can wait a 
| little for that, and I object. 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Mr. WALTON, of Vermont, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was regd, considered, 
and agreed to: 


Resolved, That so much of the report of the Secretary of 
the Interior, with the accompanying documents, as relates 
to the Public Printing be referred to the Committee on Public 
Printing. 
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COLUMBIA INSTITUTION. 


Mr. ROLLINS, of New Hampshire, introduced 
a bill, amending the act to incorporate the Colum- 
bia Institution for the Instruction of the Deaf and 
Dumb and the Blind, and making appropriations 
for the benefit thereof; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 


RUINS OF WASHINGTON INFIRMARY. 
| 


Mr. TRAIN. I ask leave to introduce a joint 
| resolution for the sale of the ruins of the Wash- 
| ington Infirmary, and to move that it be put on 
| its passage. 

here was no objection, and the bill was read 
| a first and second time by its title. 

| The bill was read inezxtenso. It provides that the 
| Commissioner of Public Buildings and Grounds 
| be directed to sell, at public auction, all the ma- 
| terial, building and otherwise, now remaining on 
Judiciary square, of the late Washington Infirm- 
ary, with the condition that the same be removed 
by the purchaser or purchasers within a reason- 
able time from the day of sale, to be fixed by the 
Commissioner; and that the proceeds of said sale 
| may be used to pay for taking care of said prop- 
| erty since the fire, and for the improvement of said 
Judiciary square. 


| 





The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed 
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Mr. VALLANDIGHAM, I object to that bill. | 


and read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 


accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. TRAIN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the joint resolution was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


FORTIFICATION OF NARRAGANSETT BAY. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I move to sus- 
pend the rules, to enable me to report the bill for 
consideration at this time, 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 1 ask for the yeas 


| and nays on that motion. 


Mr. BROWNE, of Rhode Island, offered the i} 


following resolation; which was read, considered, | 


and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 


structed to inquire into the necessity and expediency of | 


fortifying what are known as east and west entrances into 
Narragansett Bay, Rhode Island, and to report by bill or 
otherwise. 


MILEAGE OF MEMBERS. 

Mr. LOOMIS offered the following resolution; 
and on its passage demanded the previous ques- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Mileage be, and are 


hereby, instructed to ascertain the distance, by the usual | 


mail route, (rom the post office of each Representative in 


Congress to the city of Washington, and toreport the same || 


to the Sergeant-at-Arms as the distance for which each 
member shall receive pay as mileage. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
already been disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Is it in order to move that 


That subject has 


the resolution be referred to the Committee on | 


Mileage ¢ 

The SPEAKER. Not during the demand for 
the previous question. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
be laid upon the table. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to—ayes fifty, noes not counted. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD BILL. 
Mr. FENTON introduced a bill granting public 


lands, and loaning the credit of the Government 
to the People’s Pacific Railroad Company to aid 
in its construction of a railroad from the Missouri 
river to San Francisco on the Pacific coast; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 


referred to the select committee on the subject of | 


a Pacific railroad. 


NEW POST ROUTE. 


Mr. VAN HORN offered the following resolu- | 


tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the propriety of making | 


by law a public post road of the route beginning at Mid 
dicport, New York, and running north to a line between 
the counties of Niagara and Orleans in that State. 


ENLISTMENT OF INCOMPETENT MEN. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York, submitted the 
following resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Military Committee of this House is 


respectfully requested to inquire what measures can be | 
adopted, ifany, to prevent the enlistinent of men for vol- | 
unteer service tn our Army physically incompetent to bear | 


arins, and report, with all convenient speed, by bill or other- 
wise. 


PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF THE WAR OF 1812. 


Mr. DUELL submitted the following resolu- | 


tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- | 


structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
to this House providing for placing on the pension rol? in 

digent soldiers of the late war, (the war of 1812,) who 
served for a term of six months in the regular militia or 
volunteer service. 


FORTIFICATIONS AT ST. LOUIS. 
Mr. DIVEN. 


Resolved, That the Attorney General be requested to take 


proceedings to recover from John C. Frémont and E. L. | 
Beard the sum of money obtained from the Treasury on the | 


order of said Frémont, payable to said Beard, as set forth in 
the report of the select committee to inquire into contracts 
of the Government. 


Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. I object to that res- 
olution, until we have seen the report of the com- 
mittee, 

The SPEAKER. The resolution giving rise to 
debate goes over. 

DUTIES ON TEA, COFFEE, AND SUGAR. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. The morning 


hour having expired, I ask leave to report from 
the Committee of Ways and Means a bill to in- 
crease the duties on tea, coffee, and sugar. 





I move that the resolution || 


I offer the following resolution, | 
and | should like to haveitlie over until to-morrow: | 








——————  —._”cP7O—— 5. 


| 


|| pound, and on molasses one cent a gallon. 


The House divided, and there were for the yeas 
and nay 12, against 52—nota sufficient number. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. That is 


quorum . 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


not a | 


The SPEAKER. A quorum is not necessary. 


One fifth of those present can order the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I call for tellers on 
the yeas and nays, 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Well, I have done 


my duty; others can take the responsibility. 


The question was taken, and the rules were | 


suspended—two thirds voting in favor thereof. 


The bill was then read a first and second time. | 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. Speaker, 
this bill is framed simply in accordance with the 
recommendation of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
to increase the duties on sugar half a centa pound, 
on tea five cents a pound, on coffee one cent a 


supposed that it will increase the revenue some- 


It is | 


thing like seven million dollars, or a little more | 
than that—between seven and eight million dol- | 


lars—provided the same quantity shall be im- 


| ported that was imported in 1860. ‘That is to say— 


On 30,000,000 pounds of tea, at 5 cents... 
On 200,000,000 pounds of coffee, at 1 cent...... 
On 700,000,000 pounds of sugar, at } cent.... 


ee ee o  S1,500,000 
2,000,000 
3,500,000 


$7,000,000 


and, in addition, what may be got from molasses. 
1 am somewhat of the same opinion that L.was at 
the last session of Congress, that we shall not 
much increase the revenue by increasing the duties 
upon these articles, yet [ am still convinced that 
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seems to be entirely posted up on this question; 
and I think that the high-priced green teas ought 
to pay a higher rate of duty than the low-priced 
black teas, which are generally consumed by the 
poorer classes of the population, The green teas 
are more generally consumed by the wealthy, and 
are much higher in cost, and ought to be taxed 
more heavily. I believe that the revenue accru- 
ing to the Treasury thereby would be much more 
enhanced than under the present bill. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. l have been 
heretofore of the same opinion as the gentleman 
| from Pennsylvania; but at the last session I 
| yielded my own opinion to the arguments of other 
gentlemen who were, perhaps, more conversant 
| with the subject. In relation to this point, | will 
say to the gentleman and to the House, that a 
large share of the black teas consumed in the 
country are far more valuable than a great pro- 
portion of the green teas consumed, and that the 
shades of difference between the black teas and 
the green run along so gradually that itis almost 
impossible to make a point which shall be defi- 
nite, and distinguish between green teas and black 
teas. There would be a constant dispute in re- 
lation to that subject if the matter was left open. 
The black teas which come from Japan are almost 
as green as those we commonly call green teas. 
I renew the call for the previous quesuon. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. lask the gentie- 


man to withdraw the demand for the previous 


| question fora moment or two, 


it will have quite as beneficial an effect if it pro- | 
duces an economy that shall diminish the con- | 


sumption and prevent money from going out of 
the country. 
band all our resources. 


It is apparent that we need to hus- | 
It is absolutely neces- | 


sary, if we would make this bill effective, that it | 


should be passed at once, in order to secure the 
crop of sugar which will be very soon coming into 


the country, and also the importation of teas || 


which may soon be expected to arrive. The prices | 


of these articles have already been advanced in |} 
anticipation of the passage of this act, so that the |! 


consumer is now paying just as much as he will 
pay if this bill is made the law of the land. It is 
necessary, if we wish the law to go into operation 
at once, that we pass it in season to be sent to the 
Senate to-day, that it may be acted on there. I will 
add that it has received the unanimous approval 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, and per- 
haps I may also say of the Finance Committee of 
the Senate. 

I will say further to the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. VaLianpicHam,] and others who may desire 


discussion upon this subject, that it is meee || 
bring | 


that the Committee of Ways and Means wil 


in a supplemental bill on the subject of the tariff | 


embracing several articles, from which itis deemed 
a furtherincrease of the revenues may be obtained, 
and then the general subject of the tariff will be 
up for discussion. 1! move the previous question, 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. Does the 
gentleman propose to move the previous question 
then, so that it shall not be discussed ? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. No, sir. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. I ask the gentleman to 
withdraw the previous question for a moment. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I withdraw it. 

Mr. McK NIGHT. 


I approve in the main of | 


the bill reported by the committee, but desire to | 
suggest to the gentleman from Vermont whether | 


he would not accomplish all he desires by making 


a difference in the duties upon green and black | 
teas, leaving, for instance, the duty on black tea | 


as it now stands at fifteen cents a pound, and put- 
ting the duty on green tea at twenty-five cents. 
The gentleman may, perhaps, remember that at 
the special session I called the attention of the 
Committee of Ways and Means to this point. | 
have had conversations with persons experienced 


|| cheaper. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 

but not for general discussion. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. No, not for gen- 
| eral discussion. Mr. Speaker, I desive togay that, 
at the last session, | opposed, in common with all 
the gentlemen upon this side of the House, the 
tariff and tax bill; and in some brief remarks then 
submitted, | predicted that the result of increasing 
the duties would be a great and disastrous dimt- 

| nution of the importations, and by consequence 
of the revenue from customs. 

We have before us now the annual report of the 

Secretary of the Treasury, four months later, ad 

| mitting that his estimate of receipts from duties 
on articles imported, or to be imported, during the 
current fiscal year, must already be reduced by 
$25,000,000. Such has been the effect of the 
** Morrill tariff’? of 1861, and the act of August 
amending it. Yet, instead of pursuing a course 
of policy which every principle of political econ- 
omy demands, and promoting an increase of the 
revenue by reducing duties and encouraging im- 
portations, we are about still further to diminish 
the revenues by increasing the duty to such an 
| extent as will, in a little while, amount to proehi- 
bition. Why, sir, in portions of the Northwest 
it already requires four bushels of corn to buy one 
pound of coffee. Corn, in Illinois, is selling at 
seven cents a bushel, and in some places has been 
| used as fuel, instead of wood, because it Is now 
Yet gentlemen of the eastern States are 
continually applying the same Sangradian pan- 
acea, holding fast to the absurd notion that an 
increase of duty will always and inevitably be 
followed by a corresponding increase of revenue 
They still insist, whenever the receipts run low, 
on adding to the tariff of duties, without remem- 
| bering that the natural effect of the increase, even 
| in ordinary times, is to diminish importations, 
and that now, especially, the Joss of the cotton 
export, amounting last year to $191,000,000, or, 
deducting the precious metals, to nearly two thirds 
of our entire exportation, and the depressing in- 
fluence every way of the present crisis, have al- 
ready cut down the importations to nearly one 
half, as compared with the last five or six years. 
In the port of New York alone the falling off 
amounts to about one hundred millions of dollars. 
How, I beg to know, are you to have revenue 
from imports when nothing is imported? Ew ni- 
hilo nihil fit. 

Sut not so think the wise men of the East. The 
more you fetter commerce the more they believe 
it will flourish. The higher you make the duties 
the more will revenue flow into your Treasury. 
Do gentlemen forget that customs duty 1s a vol- 
| untary tax, and that beyond a certain point no one 

will tax himself of his own free will? When times 
are prosperous and money plenty, aud trade and 


Iwill do so; 


|| commerce are brisk, men will buy much, though 
in this business, one of whom has been in office || the price be raised. But in times of depression, 
under a foriner Sevretary of the Treasury, and |} when wages are low, money scarce, and employ- 
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ment difficult to be had—in just such times, in 


short ag are 


now upon us—merchants will not 


, 


import, because consumers will not purchase if 
the prt be high. The true policy, therefore, 
clearly is to lower the impost and encourage im- 
port ition, and not to add to all the other causes 
which now combine to destroy this main source 
of revenue, the killing effect of increased duties. 
This is quackery, not statesmanship; and I pre- 
1 

i 


ict to-day that your high tariffs will not realize 
or the current year even the revised and amended 
estimate of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Now, sir, | submit the question without going 
into the argument further, that at the least this bill 
should be postponed until the entire tariff system 
can be digeste di und accommodated to the changed 
condition of the country; until it made 
literally and strictly a revenue tariff—a war tariff, 
if you please. As it now stands, it is an Incon- 
eri amalgam of three and two 
different systems of duties ad valo- 
rem, the specific, and a compound of the two. I 
think, sir, that the bill should certainly go over 
for two or three weeks, until the whole subject 
collated, and harmonized. ‘This 
slichtes rev- 


‘ 
¢, 
i 


can be 


i0us separate acts 


rr thres the 





an be 


arranged, 


ean be do: vithout the t loss to the 


enue. How much, sir, does the gentleman from 
Vermont expect to realize within the next three 
weeks from the passage of this act? Will there be 
any extraordinary importation of tea from China 
and Japan within that time? Will there be any 

h of coffee and sugar? What is in the wind? 


As to the Wate r article of sugar, let me say further 
the We is heretofore received its sugars 
tly fn a lower States on the Mississippi; 
but an embargo has been laid on the trade of that 
river April or May last. You have 
shut up, blockaded, the Mississip pi for us; and 
more effectur lly , too, than any port on the south- 
coast. Since that time our sugars have been 
received ins the East, and the price has of course 
been very greatly enhanced. In addition to thus 
cutting us off from our market, you increased the 


th 
I i 


ever 


since 


ern 


duty upon sugars at the late session; and now 
you propose, in hot haste, to raise that duty sull 
higher, and thus to place the article wholly be- 

yond the reach of most of those in the West who 
ure accustomed to regard it as a necessary of life; 


and I believe, sir, that it is consumed perhaps to 


a larger extent there than in the States of the East. 

It seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that some other 
surer and wiser mode ought to be devised for in- 
creasing the waning revenues of the Government. 


Your expenditures are $500,000,000; your income 
but $59,009,000, enough to last just one month, 
If the Constitution did not forbid a tax upon ex- 
ports, something might, in that way, be added, 


cause there has been a very large increase of 
exportations within the last six months. But 
even in that case, | have not the slightest doubt 


you would, upon each recurring pressure, raise | 


the duties, too,and thus break down your exports, 


as you already have your imports by the same | 


folly. ‘Truc, the country is benefited, to a large 
extent, doubtless, by this heavy e xportation, and 
the West receives a share of that benefit. 

But let it be remembered that this increased ex- 
portation from the West through the sea-ports of 
the East, arises from the fact that the navigation 
of the Mississippi has been ciosed to us, and thus 
the products which heretofore we were accus- 
tomed to carry down that river have been forced 
market in foreign countries. Cut off as 
we are fr mm all other means of outlet except by 
way of the lakes, and thus, in part, through a for- 
eign country, and with our railroads leading to the 
East for the most part in the hands of eastern di- 
rectors or bondholders, the tariff of freights has at 
the same time been fully doubled, thus increasing 
the burdens upon our trade both ways, so largely 
as to amountin a littl while longer to absolute 
prohtbition; while, to make the matter still worse, 
that great and natural channel of railroad commu- 
nication, also, from the southern portions of the 
Northwest eastward, the Baltimore and Ohio rail- 
road, has been closed for all purposes of travel and 
transportation for the last six months, and it seems 
almost impossible for some cause—surely not 
““ military nece ssity;’ 
ness on the part of more northern and eastern or 
rival roads ?—to procure the opening of it upon 


terms. 


io find ¢ 


any 
Sir, | have spoken so far solely for the a 
of directing the attention of the House and the 


>but shall I say base selfish- | 
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country to this subject, and not with any vain 
notion of being hearkened to now or here. The | 
bill will pass forthwith, and just as you received 
it from the Tre asury De partment. It has been 
impossible to obtain, even from this side of the 
House, the poor privilege of the yeas and nays 
upon the question of suspending the rules to allow 


it to be reported; and itis vain to offer @pposition | 


to the measure. Letit pass. But lam resolved 
that the record shall be made up for the GREAT 
HEREAFTER, and thatthe responsibility for this and 
other kindred measures shall be fixed just where 
it be longs 3 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I was in hopes 
the gentleman from Ohio had some proposition 


to offer which would be more acceptable to me | 


than the one pending before the House, but the 
only alternative the gentleman presents is a prop- 
osition for an export duty 
of the country utterly forbids; and if it did not, 


which the Constitution | 


whether an export duty would commend itself 


to the pe ople 
selling for 
to judge. IT now demand the previous question. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 

tleman to withdraw his demand a moment. I 
have a word to say on me proposition. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I think it will 
be as well to take the vote now. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Very well, if the 
gentleman wishes to put a tax bill through under 
the previous question, without any opportunity 
for debate, Ll cannot help it. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 


» of the West, where he says corn is 


If the gentleman 


seven cents a bushel, 1 must leave him | 


I desire the gen- | 


desires to ask me any question in relation to the | 


bill, I will yield to him. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Ido not. I desire 
to make a few remarks. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I have declined 


to yield at the request of a gentleman who sits 
be hind me, and I think I ou eht not to discriminate 
in favor of the gentleman from Illinois. I ask for 
tellers on seconding the demand for the previous 
question. 

Tellers were ordered; 
Dawes were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 49, noes 33; no quorum voting. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, moved that there 
be a call of the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll, and the fol- 
lowing members failed to answer to their names: 

Messrs. Allen, Alley, 
ter, William G. Brown, Burnham, Conway, Cooper, Corn- 
ing, Covode, Crisfield, Delano, Delaplaine, Edgerton, Ed- 
wards, Ely, English, Fisher, Granger, Gurley, Hanchett, 
Hickman, Horton, Jackson, 
Killinger, Lazear. Lehman, Lovejoy, 
Nixon, Patton, Pendleton, John 8. Phelps, Timothy G. 
Phelps, Pomeroy, Alexander H. Rice, Richardson, James 
8. Rollins, Sargeant, Shetheld, William G. Steele, Stratton, 
Vandever, Van Horn, Van Wyck, Verree, Vibbard, Voor- 
hees, Wadsworth, Wall, Ward, Wickliffe, 
Woodruff. 


Marston, Morris, 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
| Bills, re send that the committee had examined, 
| and found truly enrolled, 
| titles; which there upon received the signature of 
the Spe aker: 


Wood, and | 


and Messrs. Noge.t and | 


|| to see arrested. 
| the word ‘* request,” 


Johnson, Kelley, Kerrigan, | 


bills of the following 


| bead, 


| Trimble, 


| Hale, Hooper, utchins, Judean, William Kellogg, L oomis, 
Me Kean, McKnight, McPherson, Maynard. Mitehell, Moor. 
Anson P. Morrill, Justin S. Morrill, Odeti, Olin, 

Pike. John H. Rice, Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, Sedgw ick, 

Shanks, Shellabarger, Sherman, Spaulding, Jolin B. Ster le, 

Stevens, Benjamin F. 'T ens Francis Thomas, 
Trowbridge, Upton, Van Valkenburgh. Wallac e, 

Charles W. W alton, E. P. Walton, Ward, W ashburne, 

Webster, Wheeler, W haley, Albert 8. White, Wilson, 

Ww indom, and Worcester—77. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, George H. Browne, Cox, Cra- 
vens, Crittenden, Dunlap, Dunn, Fouke, Grider, Harding, 
Harrison, Holman, Knapp, Law, Logan, Mallory, M ay, 
Menzies, Noble, Norton, Nugen, Porter, Robinson, Shiel, 


Sloan, Smith, Vallandigham, C hilton A. W hite, and W right 
—29, 


Train, 


So the bill was passed. 
During the call of the roll, 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM stated that his col- 
leagues, Messrs. ALLen and PENDLETON, were 


absent at home, and that Mr. Morris was de- 
tained from the House by sickness. 
Mr. BROWNE, of Rhode Island, stated that 


his colleague, Mr. Snerrie.p, was still confined 
to his room by indisposition. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and 


also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
STEAM BATTERING RAMS. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. I offer the 
resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is 


following 


| hereby, requested to communicate th this House copies of 


| lution seems entirely to ignore. 


all correspondence on the files of the Department touching 
the proposition suggested or advocated to use steam vessels 
as battering rams to sink an enemy by collision instead of 
shot; and also to communicate to this House any informa- 
tion in the possession of the.Department which it would 
not be incompatible with the public interest to make known, 
going to show the progress which has been made in the 
practical application of this system of naval warfare by 
foreign Governments; and further to inform the House 
whether, in the opinion of the Department, this system, as 
a means of harbor detense, possesses sufficient claims to 
consideration to justify any experiments under the author 
ity of Congress to test its merits. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. There is aruleas 
to the form of these resolutions which this reso- 
The proper lan- 


| guage is to request the President, and direct a 


head of De ‘partment to furnish information, &c. 
An innovation is being here made which I desire 
I move, therefore, to strike out 


| the word ** directed.’’ 


Ancona, Ashley, Joseph Baily, Bax- || 


Mr. WASHBURNE. I do not object to that. 


The question was taken, and the amendment 


| was agreed to. 


Mr. F. &. CONKLING. I suggest to the 


mover of this resolution whether it is not best to 


| move its reference to the Committee on Naval 


| Affairs 


| Affairs. 


An act making an appropriation for gunboats |) ; 
| tion has been received, and I demand the previous 


on the western waters; and 
An act to provide for allotment certificates 
among the volunteer forces. 
TARIFF—AGAIN. 
A quorum having appeared, the previous _ 


tion was seconded, and the main question ordered 
to be put. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read | 


a third time. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, demanded the pre- | 


vious question on the passage of the bill. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered to be put. 


and nays on the passage of the bill. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


the affirmative—yeas 77, nays 29; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Arnold, Goldsmith F. Bailey, 
Baxter, Béaman, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Jacob B. 
Blair, 
bell, 
ling, Roscoe Conkling, Cutier, Davis, Dawes. 
Elict, Fenton, Fessendtn, Franchat, Frank 


Diven, Duell, 
Gooch, Haight, | 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM called for the yeas | 


Baker, | 


Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, Buffinton, Calvert, Camp- | 
Chamberlin, Clark, Cobb, Colfax, Frederick A. Conk- 


| question on its passage. 


the correspondence? 


Mr. WASHBURNE. As soonas the inform- 
ation comes here from the Navy Department, of 
course it will be referred to the Committe on Naval 
We alldesire to have information upon 
this very important subiect. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. Itis my impression 
that the ‘correspondence on this subject is very 
voluminous. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I do notsee the neces- 
sity of referring this resolution to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. I understand that the resolu- 


It is a simple resolution 
calling for information upon one of the most im- 
portant subjects that can come before Congress at 
this session. The correspondence in regard to 


steam batiering rams is not very voluminous. If 


the House does not want the information it can 
vote down the resolution. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. The whole correspond- 
ence on that subject will make five octavo volumes, 
at least ninety-nine hundredths of which is worth- 
less. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Has the gentleman read 
I would like to know by 
what authority he says that it is entirely worth- 


| less. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in || 


Mr. SEDGWICK. I say that at least ninety- 
nine hundredths of it is worthless. That much, 
at least, concerns the craziest propositiens in the 
world. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Has the gentleman read 
the correspondence? 

Mr. SEDGWICK. 
not read it 


No, Ihave not. I would 


and to insert in lieu thereof 
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Mr. WASHBURNE. On what authority, 
then, does the gentleman say that it is of no use? 
Mr. SEDGWICK. 1 know the fact to be so. 
Mr. F. A. CONKLING. 1 apprehend there 


will be no difference of opinion on the part of the 


House as to the fact that this subject properly || 


belongs to the Committee on Naval Affairs. | 
Mr. WASHBURNE. I will modify the res- 
olution, so as to cure the objection of the gentle- | 
man from New York. 
Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I move that the res- 
olution be referred to the Committee on Naval | 


Affairs. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. I will modify the reso- | 


lution by inserting the following: 


That the Secetary of the Navy is hereby directed to com- | 


muuicate to this House copies of the correspondence on 
the files of the Department with the late € ommodore Bar- 
ron, of the United States Navy, with Charles Ellet, civil 
engineer, and with Captain R. 8. Harris, Galena, Illinois, 
touching the proposition suggested or advocated by those 
parties to use steam vessels as battering rams, &c. 


I think that will answer the gentleman’s objec- 
tion. It confines the resolution to three cases. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I desire to say in 
response to the gentleman from Illinois that, in 
my humble judgment, a portion of the correspond- 


ence on the files of the Department is of much | 
more importance than any to which he refers. | 


And there will be no difference of opinion as to 
this point, that the various subjects referred to in 
this resolution properly appertain to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 
left to discharge any duty in this House, it appears 
to me that this is a proper subject to be brought 


to its notice; and I therefore hope that the motion | 


which I have submitte! will prevail. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Ido not wish to take 
up the time of the House in regard to this matter. 
The only question is, whether the House shall 
have this information on a very interesting ques- 
tion at once, or whether the resolution shall be 
smothered in the Committee on Naval Affairs. I 


have no feeling on the subject whatever; but I do || 


think that it is of importance that this House 
should be put in possession of this information at 
once. I hope, therefore, that the resolution will be 
adopted. Itcan dono harm; and when the corre- 
spondence comes here every member can judge for 
himself. I demand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

On a division of the House on the reference of 
the resolution to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 


there were—ayes 53, noes 30; no quorum voting. | 
Mr. F. A. CONKLING moved that there be | 


a call of the House. 
The motion was disagreed to. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM moved that when the | 
House adjourns to-day it be to meetou Thursday | 


next. 

The SPEAKER. There is no quorum pres- 
ent, and the motion is not in order. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, moved that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. MAYNARD demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were clea 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, withdrew his 


motion to adjourn. 


_ Mr. MAYNARD renewed the motion to ad- || 
journ, and on that motion he demanded the yeas | 


and nays. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I will make a 
Statement that will perhaps change the votes of 
some members on this subject. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. 
able to hear the statement. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 6, nays 95; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Beaman, Calvert, Grider, William Kel- | 


logg, Potter, and Robinson—6. 


NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Arnold, Babbitt, Baker, Baxter, | 


Biddle, Francis P. Biair, Jacob B. Blair, Samuel 8. Blair, 
Blake, George H. Browne, Buffinton, Campbell, Chamber- 
lin, Clark, Cobb, Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe 


Conkling, Cox, Crittenden, Cutler, Davis, Dawes, Diven, || 
Duell. Dunlap, Dunn, Eliot, Fessenden, Fouke, Franchot, | 


Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, Haight, Harding, Harrison, Hol- 


man, Hooper, Hutchins, Julian, Knapp, 
Loomis, 


Justin 8. Morrill, Noble, Noeil, Odell, Olin, Pike, Porter, 


John H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Sedgwick, Shanks, Bhel- || 


If that committee is to be | 


I move that the rules | 
be suspended, in order that the House may be | 


Lansing, Law, | 
McKean, McKnight, MePherson, Mallory, May, | 
Maynard, Measies, Mitchell, Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, | 


labarger, Sherman, Shiel, Sloan, Spaulding, John B. Steele, 
Stevens, Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis ‘Ihomas, Train, 
Trowbridge, Upton, Vallandigham, Van Vaikenburgh, 
Wallace. Charles W. Walton, E. P. Walton, Ward, Wash 
burne, Webster, Wheeler, Whaley, Albert 8S. White, Chil 
ton A. White, Wilson, Windom, Worcester, and Wright | 
or. 
So the House refused to adjourn. | 


The SPEAKER. The question now recurs on 
the reference of the pending resolution offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Wasusurne, } 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I move that when 


the House adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on 


Thursday next, with the understanding that no 


business is to be done on that day. 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. I prefer to have a 
concurrent resolution of the two Houses for an 
adjournment until the 6th of January. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
on my motion. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
make a statement. 

Tellers were ordered. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
sent of the House to make a statement. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. STEVENS. I merely want to say that 


I would like to 


was sent over this morning; and I learn it is very 
probable that they will afterwards act upon our 
| resolution in relation to an adjournment. I think 
we had better not adjourn until we see what they 
do in regard to it. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Then I will with- 
draw my motion for the present, if there is any 
| probability of the passage by the Senate of the 
| other resolution properly amended. 


. ENROLLED BILL. 
i} Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 


signed the same. 
STEAM RAMS——AGAIN. 


The question recurred upon the motion of Mr. 


Naval Affairs the resoluuion submitted by Mr. 
W ASHBURNE. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I will not insist on a 
|| division. I am willing thatthe resolution shall be 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, who 
will obtain the same information, I presume. 

The resolution was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 


INELIGIBILITY TO HOLD OFFICE. 


olution; which was read, considered, and agreed 
to: 


inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill providing 
that any person or persons engaged or implicated in the 
|} present rebellion against the Constitution of the United 
|| States be forever hereafter rendered ineligible to hold any 
|| office under the Constitution and laws of the United States. 


PAY OF MUSICIANS IN TILE ARMY. 


Mr. BABBITT submitted the following reso- 
|| lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
pay of musicians inthe Army, so as to make it atleast equal 
|| to that of privates. 

\| PURCHASE OF ARMS, ETC. 

\ Mr. WALLACE, of Pennsylvania. I offer the 
|| following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to fur- 
|| nish to the House a statement showing the amount of ord- 
|} nance, muskets, rifles, and munitions of war purchased by 
|| the Government in foreign countries and from private con- 
|| tractors at home, since the 15th of April last, with the prices 
|| thereof, and from whom purchased. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
to that resolution. 
chased abroad. 
|| ground. 

Mr. WALLACE, of Pennsylvania. My res- 
olution says, *‘ in foreign countries and from pri- 
vate contractors at home.”’ 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to strike out all after 
the word * resolved,’’ and insert the following: 

That the Secretary of War be directed to furnish the 


House with a statement ofall purchases of and contracts for 
arms made by the Government since the 12th day of Apri 


I wish to offeran amendment 
It is confined to arms pur- 
It ought to cover the whole 


for arms; also, the correspondence between himself and 


I demand tellers | 


ITask the unanimous con- | 


the Senate are acting upon our tariff bill, which | 


F. A. Conxuine to refer to the Committee on | 





Mr. MOORHEAD submitted the following res- | 


Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to | 
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the chief of the Bureau of Ordnance, cencerning arms pur- 
chased by General Jolin C. Frémont. 


The amendment was agreed to; and the resolu- 
tion, as amended, was adopted. 


WASHINGTON AND GEORGETOWN RAILROAD. 

Mr. MOORHEAD introduced a bill to ineor- 
porate the Washington City and Georgetown Rail- 
road Company; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee for the District 
of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, of Indiana, the 


bill was ordered to be printed, 
PAY OF OFFICERS. 

Mr. WRIGHT submitted the following resolu 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be di 
rected to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
authorizing payment to be made to officers trom the date 
of their appointment or enroliment in the service 

PRINTING OF A BILL. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the People’s 
Pacific Railroad bill, which was referred to-day 
to the select committee on the Pacific railroad, be 
printed. 

It was so ordered. 


CONDITION OF THE ARMY AT PORT ROYAL. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania, submitted the 
following resolution; which was read, considered, 


|| and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the select committee on the conduct of 
the war be requested to direct their attention, without delay, 
to the condition of the army at Port Royal, South Carolina, 
with respect to hospital accommodations, and report the 
result of their inquiries as soon as practicable 


ENLISTMENTS IN THE REGULAR ARMY. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Pennsylvania, also submitted 


| the following resolution; which was read, con- 


: : || sidered, and agreed to: 
3ills, reported as truly enrolled an act in relation | 
to courts-martial in the Army; when the Speaker | 


Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of War be requested to com 
municate to this House a statement of the number of men 
enlisted in each of the eleven regiments authorized to be 
added to the regular Army by the act of Congress of July 
29, 1861, and which are yet incomplete, together with the 
names of the officers of such regiments, designating those 
of them who were appointed from the regular Army. 

; : 
GENERAL MCLELLAN 8 REPORT. 

Mr. DUNN submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred under the law to the Com- 
mittee on Printing: 

Resolved, That ten thousand copies of the report of Gen 
eral George B. McClellan upon the operations in tue Crimea 
be printed for the use of the members of the House. 


CITY RAILROAD—AGAIN. 
Mr. MOORHEAD. The bill which I intro- 


duced a few moments since to incorporate the 
Washington City and Georgetown Railroad Com- 
pany was referred to the Committee for the Dis- 
trictof Columbia. I desire to have it referred to 
| the Committee on Military Affairs who, I under- 
stand, have the subject in charge, and I therefore 
move to reconsider the yote by which the bill 
was referred to the Committee for the District of 


|} Columbia. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I do not know, 
of course, what is the object of moving to refer 
this particular bill to the Military Committee. It 
is, | think, the fourth or fifth bill which has been 

| introduced relating to this same subject, and all 
| the other bills have been referred to the Commit- 


|| tee for the District of Columbia. I can say, as one 


I, | 
1861, with particulars of such purchases and the prices paid 1} 


| member of that committee, that I have no desire, 
not the slightest in the world, that any of these 
bills should take that reference; but I suggest to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, and to the 
House, that it is hardly worth while to refer some 
of these bills to one committee and some of them to 
another, and if the reference which has been made 
is to be reconsidered in this instance, the gentle- 
man had better embrace in his motion a reconsid- 
eration of the reference of all the other bills, so as 
to allow them all to go to the Military Committee, 
Unless that be done, then I think this motion 
ought not to prevail. 

Mr. OLIN. I desire to say a word or two in 
reference to this subject. If anything is done in 
relation to the recommendetion of the Secretary 
of War in reference to the construction of a mili- 
tary road, undoubtedly it ought to be done in con- 
nection with this project of a railroad through the 
city of Washington, and perhaps that is the only 
reason why this bill should be referred to the 
|| Committee on Military Affairs, they having that 
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7 
sulject very properly in their charge. They have 
no parti ‘ular desire in refe rence to this measure; 
but if anything is done in regard to the recom- 
mendation of the Secretary of War, undoubtedly 
this bill ought to be considered in connection with 
that subject. 

Mr. MOORHEAD. I have no choice at all 
between the committees. I made the motion to 
reconsider because | understood that bills of this 
kind had all been referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. Itappears from what the chair- 
man ofthe Committee forthe Districtof Columbia 
says, that I was mistaken in that; but as the rec- 
ommendation of the Secretary of War in refer- 
ence to this matter has been referred to the Mili- 
tary Committee, I still ask that the bill which I 
have had the honor of introducing be referred to 
that committee. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Neither my col- 
league [Mr. Oxi] nor the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Moonneap] seems at all, in the 

uggestions they make, inclined to help the House 
or the committee out of the difficulty in which both 
will be put if this motion to refer shall prevail. 

Of course, this subject, if considered by either 
committee, is to be considered in connection with 
the recommendation of the Secretary of War. Of 
course, the only reason under heaven why we 
want a railroad now any more than in past years 
grows out of the present condition of affairs 
relating to war. That, therefore, is to be 
assumed whatever this reference may be; but I 

hould like to know from the Chair or some mem- 
ber of the House, if this motion is to be pressed, 
vhat is to be the duty of either one of these com- 
mittees? 


this 


Bills have been prepared here—those 
introduced heretofore—by persons of intelligence 


on this subject; persovs possessing information 
1 


on the subject, which bills are intended to em- 
body and present feasible and attractive modes of 
hnishing this railroad, Thatis the object, and the 


only object. 


There are in the hands of the Com- 
tee for the District of Columbia already bills 
on this subj ct. 
view the same object precisely, and it is proposed 
that the Committee on Military Affairs shall take 
charge of uw. If that is to be the disposition, if 
two or three committees are to act upon the sume 
subject, | do not well see how there is to be any 
concert of action in reference to it, or how the 
House is to have the matter intelligently before 
it, or to act satisfactorily upon it. , 

Now, sir, | say let us refer all these bills to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, or else let them 
all gotothe District Committee, so that there may 
be some concert of auction. 
have 
roes; but L hope the House will not commit what 
seems to me the blunder of inconsistency by re- 
ferring one bill to one committee, and another 
having precisely the same object in view to an- 
other committee. 

Mr. MALLORY. I have no solicitude about 
this matter, but I think the gentleman from New 
York is mistaken in saying that the usual refer- 
ence of this subject has been to the Committee on 
Military Attairs. I believe nearly all the propo- 
sitions tor military roads have been referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. We have 
already taken into consideration the subject of 
constructing military roads in other cases, and I 
know of no reason why this proposition should 
take a different direction. Unless, therefore, some 
reason should be urged why this subject should 
be referred either to the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, or the Committee on Military 
Affairs, other than I have yet heard, I shall in- 
sist upon its reference to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 1 move that reference as an amend- 
ment, 

The SPEAKER. The question before the 
House is on the motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia. Until that motion is 
decided no motion for reference is in order. 

Mr. COLFAX. For the last three years, and 
I do not know but longer, the subject of a street 
railroad from the navy-yard through the city of 
Washington to Georgetown has been before Con- 
gress, and through the competition of different 
parties, each desiring to obtain the monopoly of 
the road, the project has been defeated. 1 desire 


now to say that | expect to vote for the first bill 


properly guarded that is presented to the House 


But here comes a bill having in | 


As I said before, | | 
not the slightest care, for one, to which it | 
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for-this purpose, irrespective of the parties who 1] bia inquire into the expediency of authorizing th 
. 1 


are to build the road, otherwise I am afraid we | 
shall continue to ride in the same old omnibuses | 
which any one can easily out tk. lam, there- 
fore, for sending this propositi vefore some com- 
mittee which will speedily bring in a bill for con- 
structing this road. The city needs one. It can 
well support one; and if we could have gotten rid 
of private interests, we should long since have had 
one built. lam not sure, therefore, but to send 
the subject to various different committees may 
tend to expedite matters. 1 repeat that I intend 
to vote for the first properly guarded bill for this 
purpose that comes before the House. 

Mr. WRIGHT. There seems to be a great 
misunderstanding in reference to the proper ref- 


erence of the bills for the building of this railroad. | 


In the very first instance, we had a bill, or reso- 
lution, offered, for the construction of such a rail- 
road, which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 
introduced and referred to the Committee on Mil- 

ttary Affairs, to construct a military road from 

this point to New York, via the Pennsylvania 

central railroad, the object being to obtain a di- | 
rect connection with New York without the ne- 
cessity of going through Baltimore. We have 
already had two or three sessions in reference to 
these projects for military railroads. I was not 


aware, until the remark of the gentleman from || 


Kentucky, thatany of these railroad bills had been 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
I think myself that some one committee ought to 
take charge of these various bills, and it seems to 
me the Committee on Military Affairs is the one 


| most appropriate, and especially now when they 


| establishing by law the money order system, or some other 


have had the general subject under consideration || 
| for some ten days. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING moved to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table. , 
The motion was agreed to. 


THE MONEY ORDER SYSTEM. 
Mr. BLAKE introduced the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


system whereby money may be transmitted through the 
mails with safety, and report by bill or otherwise. 


IRISH IMMIGRATION. 
Mr. MAYNARD submitted the following pre- | 


Afterwards, a proposition was | 


OBE. 


amble and resolution; which were read, consid- || 


ered, and agreed to: 

Whereas it is represented that in consequence of the 
failure of th: present year’s crops the people of Lrelandare 
in imminent danger of f:mine: and the American people 
have accepted it as a part of their national duty to extend 
active sympathy to the suffering everywhere; and especially 


to the people of Treland are we indebted for a large immi- 


grant population, valuable alike for their industry in peace 
and their valor in war; and it is both more humane and 
politic to relieve their famishing countrymen by bringing 
them to our plentiful shores than to carry food to them in | 
their own country: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing by further legis- | 
lation increased maritime facilities to such of the people 
of freland as may, during the approaching season, desire to 
emigrate to this country. 


BOUNTY TO SOLDIERS. 
Mr. WHITE, of Indiana, submitted the follow- 


ing resolution, and demanded the previous ques- 
tion on its adoption: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of ext2nding the 
benefit of the $100 bounty allowed to three yexrs’ volun 
teers disabled in service and tothe widows and heirs of those 


who have died in service, to a similar class of yplunteers | 


and their widows and heirs who may have entisted for 
three months or longer terms, since the 13th day of April 
last. 


main question ordered to be put. 

The resolution was adopted. 

PAY OF FIELD OFFICERS. 

Mr. PORTER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
providing that when a volunteer regiment has been raised 
to the minimum standard the colonel and other field officers 


shall then receive payment from the time of their appoint- 
ment 


WASIIINGTON RAILROAD. 


Mr. DUNN submitted the following resolution ; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, Tit the Committee for the District of Colum- 


| on the Judiciary. 


December 23, 











1 ; e Secre- 

tary of the Interior to contract for building a street railroad 

from the navy-yard to Georgetown, with suitable branches, 

Without expense to the Government, under such restric- 

tions as to tare as the coinmittee may deem expedient, 
LAND MAP ROOM. 

Mr. WASHBURNE submitted the followin 
resolution; which was read, considered, naa 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing a room 
in the Capitol, for the purpose of arranging the maps of the 
public Jands prepared tor the use of the House and the 
Committee on Public Lands, and to report by resolution or 
otherwise. 

INCREASED REVENUE. 

Mr. COX (the State of Ohio haviife been passed 
in the call) asked consent to submit the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be instructed 
to communicate to this House what, if any, changes can 
be made in the present tariff with a view solely to increase 
the revenue; and that in such communication he specify 
in detail the maximum revenue which may, in his opinion, 


be received by the change in the tariff on each article of 
import on which duties are now levied. 


Mr. STEVENS. I object. 

Mr. COX. I move to suspend the rules. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
not suspended, (two thirds not having voted in 
favor thereof.) 


ADJOURNMENT OVER THE IIOLIDAYS. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, submitted the fol- 


lowing resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 
Resolved, (the Senate concurring.) That when this House 


adjourns it adjourn to meet on the 2d day of January at 
twelve o’clock, meridian. 


THE MEDICAL STAFF. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, introduced a bill for 


the better organization of the medical ‘staff of the 
Army; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


ORDER TO PRINT. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Some ten days ago 
I submitted a bill relative to the collection of the 
direct tax; which was referred to the Committee 
I ask that it may be printed. 

No objection being made, the bill was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. CRAVENS moved that the House adjourn. 


The motion was not agreed to. 
PAY OF DISCHARGED SOLDIERS. 


Mr. RICE, of Maine, introduced the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committce on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire if any further legi=lation is necessary to 
secure to the officers discharged under the tenth section of 
the act of 22d July, 1851, entitled ** An act authorizing the 
employment of volunteers to aid in the enforcement of the 
laws and for protecting public property,” an allowance of 
pay, rations, or their equivalent in money, for such term or 
time as shall be sufficient for them to travel from the places 
of their discharge to their place of residence; and inquire 
into the expediency of such legislation. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I move to amend by insert- 
ing after the word “ officers’’ the words ‘ non- 


|| commissioned officers and privates.”’ 


Mr. RICE, of Maine. LIaccept the amendment. 
The resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 
FUGITIVE SLAVES. 

The SPEAKER. The question next recurs on 
resolutions which have been laid over for consid- 
eration. 

The Clerk read the following resolution, sub- 
mitted on Friday last by the gentleman from In- 
diana, [Mr. Suanxs:] 

Resolved, That the constitutional power to return fugi- 


|| tive slaves to their masters rests solely with the civil de- 
The previous question was seconded, and the || 


partments of the Government; and that the order of the 
Secretary of War, under date of December 6, 1861, to Gen- 
eral Wool, for the delivery of a slave to Mr. Jessup, ot 
Maryland, as well as all other military orders for the return 
of slaves, are assumptions of the military power over the 
civil law and the rights of the slave. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I move that that resolution 


| be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 


DISLOYAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYES. 


The Clerk next read the following resolution, 
offered on Friday last by the gentleman from IIli- 
nois, [Mr. Fouxe,] and which was laid over, 
debate arising: 

Resolved, That all 
on the disloyalty of 


rsons implicated by the committee 
rmment employés, in the charge 
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of disloyalty, shall be notified to appear before that com- 
mittee, if they think proper, and make such explanation of 
the charge as they have to submit. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. I move that that reso-. 


Jution be laid upon the table. 
The question was taken; and the motion was 


agreed to. 
DUTIES ON TEA, COFFEE, AND SUGAR—AGAIN. 





A message wasreceived from the Senate by Mr. | 


Forney, its Secretary, notifying the House that 
that kody had passed without amendment House 
bill No. 176, increasing the duties upon tea, cof- 
fee, and sugar. 
ASIATIC COOLIE TRADE. 
Mr. ELIOT. I move that the House take from 


the Speaker’s table the sage of the President 
in reference to the Coolie trade. 

There was no objection, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House a 
message from the President, transmitting, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of 13th July last, a report from the Sec- 
retary of State respecting the Asiatic Coolie trade, 

Mr. ELIOT. I movethatthe message and ac- 
companying papers be referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

ADJOURNMENT OVER—AGAIN. 


Mr. DUNN. I move that when the House ad- 
journs to-day, it adjourn to meet on Thursday 
next. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
tion the Senate has taken upon the resolution we 
have just sent up te it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I will makea statement 
of what the Senate is doing. 

The SPEAKER. Itis not in order to refer to 
the Senate proceedings. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. I will refer, then, to 


what is taking place in a distinguished body not | 


far off. [Laughter.] 1 have just heard from there. 
I] understand that that honorable body is consid- 
ering a proposition of this kind: to adjourn over 
until Thursday, from then until Monday, and from 
then until the subsequent Thursday. 


here in a very few moments. 
The question was taken on Mr. Dunn’s motion, 
and it was rejected, 


JUDICIAL SYSTEM OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. BINGHAM. [am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary to report back House bill 
No. 116, to amend the act of the 3d of March, 
1837, entitled ** An act supplementary to the act 
entitled ‘An act to amend the judicial system of 
the United States,’ ’”’ with sundry amendments. I 
ask that the bill be put upen its passage. 

The Clerk read the first amendment, us follows: 

Strike out the word “ [owa,’’ in the twentieth line, and 
after the word “ respectively,” in the twenty-second line, 
insert *‘and in the district of Towa, at the capital of said 
State, on the second Tuesday of May and November of each 
year,” so that it will read: 

z The circuit courts in the districts of the States of Texas, 
Florida, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Kansas, shall be holden 
at the samne times and places as are now prescribed by law 
fur holding the district courts in each of said States, re- 
spectively, and in the district of Lowa at the capital of said 


State on the second Tuesday of May and November of each | 


year. 


Mr.BINGHAM. I demand the previous ques- 


tion on the engrossment and third reading of the 


bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I move that the bill be 
laid uponthetable. I donot think that the House 
is Now In condition to do business. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. And I wish to 
be heard on the bill. 

Mr. BINGHA M. I will withdraw the demand 
for the previous question if the gentleman from 


Illinois will withdraw the motion to lay upon the 
table. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. I withdraw the motion 
to lay upon the table on that condition. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I withdraw the demand for 
the previous question. 

Mr. Speaker, I desire to make an explanation 
of the provisions of the bill. It cannot be objected 
to as Introducing any new legislation touching the 
organization of the Supreme Court for the reason 
that it is in the very words of the existing legis- 
lation. The only change that the bill makes in 


Let us first hear of the ac- | 


I under- | 
stand that we will have a proposition of that kind | 
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| States of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, and Illinois. 


| circuit court, which alone has by statute the juris- 
| diction to try such offenses. 


| the passage of this bill. 
| circuit judge administer justice to the people of 
| some eight States, having a population of eight 


| hereafter, that when we assess general taxation, 





the present legislation is this: it provides for two 
circuits instead of one in the eight northwestern 
States, containing a population of about eight 
million people. In these States to-day there is 
no circuit court judge, by reason of the death of 
Judge McLean, who, under the apportionment of 
circuit duties to the several judge sof the Supreme 
Court, was assigned the seventh circuit, which, | 
as it was then constituted, was cowposed of the 


Lam opposed to this bill. It has passed the 
Judiciary Committee, it is true; but it is due to 
say that it passed the committee when | believe 
there was only justa quorum present, or not more 
than one exceeding a quorum of the committee. 
The President tells us in his message that the 
reason why he has not filled the vacaney on the 
bench of the Supreme Court occasioned by the 
death of Judge McLean, is that in his jadgment— 
and in that judgment, | presume, every member 
of the House concurs—it 1s necessary in seme 
manner to reorganize the judiciary system. In 
consequence of the increase of population in one 
portion of the country over another, it ecomes 
necessary not only to change the circuit of the 
Northwest, but to change the circuits in various 
portions of the United States, and therefore the 
President indicates that he has suspended his ac 
tion in relation to the filling of that vacaney. In 
that view of the subject, I,asa member of the Ju 
diciary Committee, was opposed to commencing 
now to divide the Northwest and consolidate th 
Southwest without taking some general action 
upon the subject submitted to us by this House, 
by the reference of that portion of the President's 
message to us. I submit to the House that it is 
proper that some action should be had upon the 
whole subject, arranging all the circuits in some 
general bill, if it is necessary at all to reorganize, 
so that the President may be able to go on with 
his appointments, understanding the whole wants 
of the country rather than the wants of a particular 
portion of it. It seems to me that we are be gine 

| ning at one or two corners of the country rather 
than taking into consideration the whole subject 
of dividing the country into judicial circuits, such 
as shall correspond to the interests of the entire 
| people, and enable the President to make his ap- 
| pointments with a view tothe wants of the entire 
country. 

It issaid, however, that this bill does notchange 
the number of judges, and that the President can 
| make his appointments. Sir, if there 1s any rea- 
| son in the President’s message for desiring a re- 

organization of the judiciary before he makes his 
appointments to fill vacancies, is it not a reason 
| against making the change by piecemeal rather 
| than by a general measure? | think we should 
wait until the Judiciary Committee can take cog- 
nizance of the subject referred to them, and pre- 
pare a plan adjusting all the circuits of the country 
|| as the wants of the people and the business of the 
country seem to require, rather than embarrass 
such a course by the adjustment of one corner of 


Under the laws as they now stand, inthe absence 
of acireuit judge, no person guilty of murder, and 
indictable and punishable for such offense against 
the Government of the United States, or guilty of 
treason within the States embraced in the seventh 
circuit and the other States embraced in this bill, 
namely, lowa, Kansas, Wisconsin, and Minne- 
sota, can be tried and convicted, for want of a 


I submit, therefore, 
that it is necessary to pass this bill that the Gov- 
ernment may be able lawfully to try and punish 
these grave offenses, if committed against its au- 
thority, within that vast extent of country. 

It may be said, sir, that the President of the | 
United States may appoint a circuit judge without 


Suppose he does, can a 


million? Itis utterly impossible. No man has 
ever proved himself equal to that task in this | 
country, and I undertake to say that no man can 
perform it. It is-necessary, then, that this bill 
should pass, in order that the people in that dis- 
trict may have the opportunity of having justice 
administered in accordance with the laws of the 
land. 

This bill, Mr. Speaker, provides for two circuits 
in the Northwest, one to be compost d of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Michigan, containing a population 
of four million four hundred and thirty-nine thou- 
sand, and another composed of Illinois, Wiscon- | 
sin, lowa, Minnesota, and Kansas, containing a 
population of three million four hundred and forty- | 
one thousand. Either of these circuits proposed | 
to be raised is equal in population to any existing || 
circuit in the Union, except the circuit of New 
York, and as to that I may say that the first- 
named circuit in the West is even equal to that 
in population, 

The only other change made in this bill upon 
existing circuits is to consolidate the fifth and 
ninth circuits in the Southwest as they are now | 
composed, so that Alabama, Louisiana, Missis- | 
sippi, Arkansas, and Texas shall constitute one || the United States into such a circuit as shall pos- 
circuit, As they now stand, the States of Ala- || sibly meet the desires of two or three States in 
bama and Louisiana constitute one circuit. The || regard to the appointment of a judge; and it is for 
State of Texas is an independent organization, the || this reason that I ask the House now to wait and 
districtcourt being authorized under existing law || consider this whole subject when it shall have been 
to exercise cireuit court jurisdiction. Texas is not || adjusted by the committee, so as to do justice to 
embraced in any circuit whatever. I may make || every portion of the country rather than at this 
this further remark, that the district of Alabama || time to dispose of the northwestern corner or frac- 
has a vacancy, caused by the resignation of Judge || tion of the Republic. If it is said that they 
Campbell. Thisisareason why the circuit should || require courts, | say to the gentleman that the 
be reconstructed, and, as proposed to be recon- || Judiciary Committee can, in a week or two, if 
structed, it will contain only a populati@® of about || they are willing to take this subject up, make a 
two million five hundred thousand, all told. So || final disposition of this whole matter; and if we 
there can be no objection to the new southern cir- || cannot agree upon a general system for the-ad- 
cuit on the score of population. It would nothave || justment of this subject, then the Judiciary Com- 
more than one half of the population of the pro- || mittee can report to the House the action desired 
posed new circuit of Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan. || by the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Bixenam,) 
These are the views that have governed the com- || if it be proper action. I therefore move that the 
mittee in the presentation of this bill. bill be recommitted to the Committee on the Ju- 

I make one further remark. The House will || diciary. 
observe that the bill does not change the number Mr. WASHBURNE. 
of judges in the Supreme Court. It leaves the || question. 
court constituted as itnowis. It neitheraddsto || ‘The previous question was seconded, and the 
nor takes from the number of judges now pro- || main question ordered. 
vided by law for that tribunal. It merely consol- || The SPEAKER stated that the gentleman from 
idates the southern circuits and makes an addi- || Ohio, [Mr. Binauam,] as the member reporting 
tional circuitin the Northwest, whereanadditional || the bill from the committee, was entitled to the 
circuit is needed, by reason of the great increase || floor to close the debate. 
of popuiation since the last organization of cir- Mr. WASHBURNE. Onwhatground? This 
cuits, and reduces the number of circuits in the || is not on the passage of the bill. 
extreme South where they are not needed. The SPEAKER. It will be if the motion to 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Lam extremely |; recommit shall be voted down. The gentleman 
glad that it has been possible by some arrange- || from Ohio is entitled to the floor. 
ment and adjustment to get an opportunity tosay || Mr. BINGHAM. It is not usual to get rid of 
a word upon a bill of some little importance, and || a bill which has been reported by order of a com- 
I hope this will be an indication to the House || mittee by statingto the House the number of mem- 
bers present in the committee when the bill was 
and propose to reorganize the entire judiciary of || ordered tobe reported. | am not disposed to make 
the country, some little consideration—at least | any issue with my colleague on theJudiciary Com- 
twenty or thirty minutes—will be allowed. mittee as to the number present, or the number 


I move the previous 
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thatsupported this bill, or the number that ordered further consideration of the bill be postponed 1] 


it to be reported. It is enough for me to say that 
it is the action of the committee, that the commit- 
tee have reported it, and that they have reported 
it afler consideration, 
« My colleague upon the committee has failed to 
indicate anything in the bill which does injustice 
to any portion of the country. He has fatled to 
indicate in the remarks which he has submitted 
to the House any portion of this country, not pro- 
vided for in this bill, in which a change in the 
present organization of circuits is required, either 
by reason of the public business or the increase 
of population. If he would look carefully into the 
statistics of the population in the several circuits 
of the United States, he would find none of them, 
as now organized under the existing law, outside 
of the Northwest, to have a population equal to 
the first district proposed to be organized by this 
bill, save and except the district of New York; 
not one in the Union. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. 
man allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Certainly. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I willsay frankly 


Will the gentle- 


to the gentleman from Ohio that I am inclined to | 


vote for the motion made by the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Kevioae,] unless by arrangement 
the matter can be postponed. IL would like to 
ask the gentleman whether the design of the bill 
Is to act as a separate measure from that which 
has been considered, and perhaps passed, at the 
other end of the Capitol, upon the report of Mr. 
Troumuutyt from the Judiciary Committee, or 
whether the design of this billis to cover the whole 
ground, and to reorganize, as far as the necessity 
exists, the judiciary system of the country? In 
other words, whether this is only an installment, 
and the Judiciary Committee of this House pro- 
poses hereafter to report other bills onthe subject, 


or whether the design is, that this is to cover the | 


whole ground that the House is to occupy at this 
Ressioisr 

As Lhave int rrupted the gentleman, I would 
like to say further, that the House is now very 
thin. [have not yet been able to find this bill 
upon my file, and other gentlemen around me have 
not able to find it. | hope, therefore, the 
gentleman from Ohio will consent to a postpone- 
ment of the bill temporarily, so that members can 
understand it, and then, perhaps, there will be no 
objection to it. I should like very much to have 
an opportunity of looking at the provisions of the 
bill. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. My only object 
was thattime might be given to consider the whole 
matter. Lam opposed to taking this system by 
installments. If my colleague on the committee 
will agree to it, therefore, | will withdraw my mo- 
tion to recommit, and let the whole subject go over 
some ten or fifteen or twenty days, as he may pre- 
fer. My only object isto have a sufficient time to 
consider the whole subject thoroughly. I do not 
desire to impede'the progress of the bill at all. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I would like to have this 
bill made a special order, then; otherwise it may 
be lost. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I object to its being a 
special order. Let it be postponed simply. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Ihave nodoubt the gentle- 
man objects to anything that looks toa favorable 
disposition of the bill. 

‘The SPEAKER. The Chair will remark that 
if the bill is postponed until a day certain, it must 
be disposed of then before any other business can 
be transacted. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will permit the bill to go 
over, then, and will only detain the House with 
the remark that in bringing forward this bill the 
Committee on the Judiciary did not intend to in- 
dicate to the House any final determination as to 
their action as to the proposition for a reorgani- 
zation ofthe Supreme Court. So far as I know, 
there is no proposition before the committee to 
diminish the number of judges. There is a prop- 
osition to increase the number. This proposition 
does not disturb the number of judges as estab- 
lished by law. It does nothing that is not open 
to repeal at any time upon due consideration by 
the action of Congress. It does not preciude, 
therefore, as gentlemen will see, any order which 
the House may hereafter see fit to take in relation 
to the matter. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 


been 


I move that the | 
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until the third Monday in January. 
The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair understands the 
proposition to be to withdraw the motion to re- 


GLOBE. 


| 
| 


| 


commit, and postpone the further consideration | 
of the bill until the third Monday in January, | 


then to be considered as if reported from the com- 
mittee, 
The motion was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER THE HOLIDAYS. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Iunderstand that 


in consequence of want of a quorum in the Sen- | 


ate they may not acton our resolution to adjourn 
over. I therefore move the following resolution: 

Resolved, That when this House adjourns to-day, it ad- 
journ until Thursday next, and that when it adjourns on 
Thursday next, it adjourn until Monday, the 30th instant, 
and that when it adjourns on the Monday last named it ad- 
journ until Thursday the second day of January. 


The resolution was adopted. 


CORRUPTION IN OFFICE. 


Mr. HARRISON submitted the following res- | 


olution; which was read, considered, and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire whether any legislation is necessary to 
prevent or punish the proposing, giving. or receiving of 
commissions or perquisites to officers of the Government 
for the purpose of obtaining any contract or to induce any 


official action, and that the committee report by bill or | 


otherwise. 

Mr. WASHBURNE moved that the House ad- 
journ. - 

The motion was disagreed to. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that the committee had examined 
and found truly enrolled an act increasing the du- 


ties on tea, coffee, and sugar; when the Speaker | 


| signed the same. 


And then, on motion of Mr. COLFAX, (at a 
quarter before four o’clock, p. m.,) the House ad- 
journed until Thursday next. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 24, 1861. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SUNDERLAND. | 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
MESSAGE FROM THE ILOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 


by Mr. Morris, chief clerk, announced that the 
House had passed a joint resolution (No. 25) for 
the sale of the ruins of the Washington Infirm- 
ary; in which the concurrence of the Senate was 
requested, ° 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message furtherannounced that the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives had signed an 


enrolled bill (H.R. No. 176) to increase the duties | 


| on tea, coffee, and sugar; and it thereupon re- 


| and others, citizens of St. Lawrence county, New | 


ceived the signature of the Vice President. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. KING presented the petition of LymanS. 


Wilcox and others, citizens of St. Lawrence 
county, New York, praying the passage of a law 
by Congress, under the war power, for the total ab- 
olition of slavery throughout the country; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of Henry Mycrs 


York, praying the passage of a law by Congress 
under the war power for the total annihilation of 
slavery throughout all the United States, and to 
allow all to’aid in enforcing the laws, without dis- 
tinction of caste or color; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of Joseph Mar- 
den and others, citizens of Parishville, New York, 
praying for the abolition of slavery throughout 
the country; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of Lorenzo Cham- 
berlain and others, citizens of Colton, New York, 
praying for the abolition of slavery throughout 
the country; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of Wil- 
liam H. Rich and others, citizens of Jackson, 
Bremer county, lowa, praying for the total abo- 
lition of slavery throughout the country; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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He also presented the petition of W. George 
Bailey and others, citizens of Warwasing, New 
York, praying for the abolition of slavery through- 
out the country; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the cate, 

He also presented the petition of John Clement 
and others, citizens of Townsend, Massachusetts, 
praying for the abolition of slavery throughout 
the country; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. . 

Mr. HALE presented a memorial of citizens of 
Boston complaining that outrages have been com- 
mitted against the liberty of the press, and pray- 
ing that steps may be taken to secure the entire 
freedom of the press; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiary. 

Mr. HARLAN. I present the petition of An- 


| thony M. Dignowitz, a citizen of San Antonio, 


Texas, praying for the military occupation of 
Texas with a view of protecting loyal citizens of 
German birth in that State. I move that it be 
printed, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs and the Militia. ° 
‘he VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to print 
goes to the Committee on Printing; the memorial 
will be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia. 
Mr. HARLAN. May not the memorial be 
printed by unanimous consent without a reference? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It has been done; 


but the impression of the Chair is that the law 


| requires that all documents save those specially 


specified in the law must, before being printed by 
either branch, be referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. HARLAN. Ido not insist on the motion 
under that ruling of the Chair. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stands that it has been the practice of the Senate 
to print such documents by unanimous consent. 
If there be no objection the order will be made. 
The Chair hears no objection. 


NATIONAL ARMORY. 
Mr. BROWNING. I present a memorial of 


the citizens of Quincy, Illinois, praying for the 
establishment of an arsenal and armory at that 
place. I wish to inquire of the Senator from lowa 
what committee has charge of this subject? 

Mr. GRIMES. Nocommittee of this body has 
charge of it. There was a bill reported at the last 
session establishing an armory and arsenal, and 
the petitions that have been presented at this ses- 
sion have been Jaid on the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This memorial will 
lie on the table. 

Mr. BROWNING. With others on the same 
subject. 

Mr. HOWE. I have a memorial from sundry 
citizens of Jefferson county, Wisconsin, praying 
for the establishment of an armory at some point 
on the Fox river, in that State. I have heretofore 
presented several memorials of a similar character, 
and, upon my motion, they have been referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs and the Mili- 
tia, if remember rightly. [ understand this morn- 
ing that a bill has been reported from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs providing for the erection 
of an armory at Rock Island, in the State of 
Illinois. I hardly know what direction ought to 
be given to this memorial under these circum- 
stances. It seemed to me that the subject properly 
belonged to the consideration of the Committee 
on Military Affairs. My impression was that our 
armories, such as we had in existence, were under 
the direction and control of the War Department. 
If there is no objection to it, I shal! still ask that 
this memorial uke the direction of the others and 
go to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be so re- 
ferred. 

Mr. BROWNING. I inquire whether when 
the bill comes before the Senate it will not be com- 
petent for us to refer the bill itself, and all the 
anemorials upon the subject now lying upon the 
table, to the Committee on Military, Affairs? 

Mr. GRIMES. Certainly. 

Mr. BROWNING. I suppose that will be the 
direction that will ultimately be taken. ' 

Mr. GRIMES. I have nothing to say in re- 
gard to the disposition that shall be made of this 


memorial; but I simply wish to remark that I 


| suppose the Committee on Naval Affairs have 
quite as much to do with the manufacture of 
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arms, and quite as much to do with armories, as || 


the Committee on Military Affairs. One of your 
armories is employed almost exclusively in the 
manufacture of heavy ordnance for the Navy. I 
suppose that there are ten dollars expended in the 
manufacture of arms for that branch of the pub- 


j 
} 


| 


mittee on the Judiciary; but I think the subject 


| ought to be referred to them, and ata reasonably 


early day, if there be legislation on this subject 


| required, they may be prepared to report it to the 


Senate. I movethat the resolution be referred to 


| that committee. 


lic defense, at Pittsburg, to one expended in the | 


manufacture of arms for the Army. I protest, 
and I mean to continue to protest, against the 
whole disposition of the armories falling into the 
hands of the Military Committee. I claim that 
the Navy occupies just asimportant a position in 


the country, and is entitled to just as much con- || 


sideration from the country, and is doing just as 
much for the country as the Army. 

Mr. HALE. And alittle more. 

Mr. GRIMES. Yes. : < 

Mr. HOWE. I certainly have no disposition 
to oust the Committee on Naval Affairs from any 
jurisdiction that properly belongs to them in this 
matter. I certainly agree that the Navy is doing 
bravely, and doing well, and l hope it will con- 
tinue to do so, and that the Committee on Naval 
Affairs will continue to exercise a rigid scrutiny 
and surveillance of its operations. Sull I do not 
understand why heavy ordnance are not just as 


The motion was agreed to. 
NAVAL EXPENSES. 

Mr. GRIMES. I offer the following resolu- 
tion, and ask for its present consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into the mannerin which vessels of war 
have been and are being fitted out, and into the general 
expenses of the United States navy-yards, and that they 
have power to send for persons and papers. 


There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 


1} to consider the resolution. 


| Senator from 


Mr. HOWE. 


I should like to inquire of the 
lowa if this resolution covers an 


| inquiry into the purchases which have ‘recently 
| been made? 


Mr. GRIMES. No, sir; it The 


does not. 


| whole purpose of the resolution ts this: 1 heard 
| the floating report around town thata great many 
| extraordinary expenses have been incurred in fit- 


much required by the Army, and for the use of || 


the War Department, as for the use of the Navy | 


Department. 1 suppose they are used in both 
branches of the service. Because the’armory at 


Pittsburg makes heavy guns, and that at Spring- | 
field makes only light ones, I do not know thatit | 


follows necessarily that one armory should be 
under the control of the Navy Department and 
the other under the War Department. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no ques- 
tion before the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. The question of reference. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
been referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
and the Militia. 

Mr. WILSON. 





I rise merely to say that I do 


not seek that it should be referred to that com- | 


mittee, and I am willing that the Committee on 
Naval Affairs shall have that or any other portion 
of the business of the Senate. I am sure the mem- 
bers of the Military Committee have no anxious 
desire to secure any portion of the business of the 
Senate, for I think they have already a little more 
than they can well do. 


APPOINTMENTS IN THE NAVY. 


Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution; | 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be instructed 
to report to the Senate how many acting lieutenants, mas- 


ters and masters’ mates, and paymasters and acting assist- | 


ant paymasters have been appointed since the commence- 
ment of the present rebellion; their names, ages, and 
residences, and the dates of their respective appointments, 
and how many of them are employed, and how long each 
of them has been employed; and also whether any of the 
regular paymasters and assistant paymasters of the Navy 
are at present employed. 
ARRESTS BY EXECUTIVE AUTHORITY. 

Mr. KING. I laid upon the table yesterday 
morning a resolution which I stated to the Senate 
I intended to call up to-day with a view of refer- 
ring it to the Committee on the Judiciary, as a 
resolution on the same subject has already been 
referred to that committee. I suppose there isno 
difference of opinion among the loyal men of the 
country as to the approval of the vigilance of the 
Administration and the propriety of arresting per- 
sons suspected of treason; but I think that at the 


earliest practicable period those persons should be | 


placed under the ordinary tribunals of justice, and 
there may be legislation necessary on the subject. 
I hope the resolution will go to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tion, which is as follows: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to cause pro- 
ceedings to be instituted in the courts of law against per- 
sons who have been arrested by Executive authority or order 
since the breaking out of the present insurrection, and who 
are vow detained in custody, so thata judicial! examination 
may be had in each case to ascertain who, if any, of them 
may be allowed to take the oath of allegiance to the United 


States and be discharged, and who shall be detained for fur- | 


ther examination or be prosecuted for treason or other crime, 
and to communicate the names of all persons who have 
been so arrested and the date of arrest to the Senate. 

Mr. KING. I do not regard it as material in 
what precise form this matter goes to the Com- 


The memorial has 


ting up some of our vessels very sumptuously, 
too sumptuously, according to the economical 
views that were expressed in the Senate yester- 
day. I think it proper that that subject should be 
investigated; that we should know whether a large 
amount of money has been expended by the au- 
thority of the commandants of the different navy- 
rards—for the Navy Department, as I understand 
it, has nothing to do with it; it is done under the 
direction of the commandants of the yards—for 
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more extended scope. I said that my attention 
had not been called to other extravagances, but 
that it was well enough for us to let the command- 
ants of the yards, and let the country and every- 
body else know that we were watching these gen- 
tlemen,and that we would be prepared, under this 
resolution, to investigate any such thing as might 
be brought to our notice. 


That was the purpose 
of my resolution. 


Mr. BROWNING. I suppose | misappre- 
hended the Senator. The explanation is satis- 
factory. 


Mr. CLARK. Ido not undertake to remember 
the precise language of the Senator from lowa; 
but my recollection is, he said that if it went no 
further it would show the country that Congress 
was giving theirattention toit, Now the purpose 
of the remarks I made was to call the attention 
of the Senator to the fact that reports had spread 
abroad in the country that the workat our navy- 
yards was not conducted with that efficiency that 


r 
| it should be, and I supposed, upon a suggestion 


to him and the Naval Committee of that kind, 
that they would be induced to look a little at that 
subject, as I hope they will, and I have no doubt 
they will. 

Mr. GRIMES. Certainly. 

Mr. HOWE. I made the inquiry I did of the 
Senator from lowa, for the purpose of suggesting 
to him the propriety of extending and enlarging 
the scope of his resolution, and making it the duty 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom the 


| resolution is to go, to inquire into the purchases 


| Navy. 


purposes of this kind, and if so, that some cor- || 
| rective should be applied. 


Mr. CLARK. The resolution goes further than 
that. 

Mr. GRIMES. Yes, sir; the resolation in- 
cludes the general expenses of the different yards. 
I confess I had no purpose other than to just let 
it be known that we were exercising a vigilant 
watchfulness over the superintendence of these 
yards, and not with a view to make any particular 
investigation. I thought it might be well enough 
to let the country know, and to let those who are 
our servants in conducting the affairs of our navy- 


| yards know, that we are watching them, at any 


rate; but | have heard of nothing that would call 


| for a particular investigation. 


Mr. CLARK. Iam very glad that the reso- 
lution of the Senator from lowa does goas faras 
it goes. I have heard a great many rumors and 
reports that affairs were not conducted economi- 


| cally or prudently at our yards, and it certainly 


will have a good effect if the country understands 
that the Senate and Congress are looking to see 


with what economy and efficiency the affairs of | 


the different yards are conducted. 
Mr. BROWNING. I cannot perceive what 


possible good the resolution is to do if itis to have | 


no further scope than that announced by the Sen- 
ator from Iowa. I understand it is introduced as 
a sortof scarecrow; that it is not intended to take 
any action under it. Iam opposed to voting for 
a resolution as a mere make-believe, a false pre- 
tense. I want the resolution adopted, and I want 
it acted upon after itisadopted. No possible good 
will result from it unless investigation follows in 
accordance with-the terms of the resolution. If 


| it is to go to the country with the explanation 


given by the Senator from Iowa, instead of satis- 
fyng the people that we are vigilant in watching 


which have recently been made for the use of the 
1 understand that a great many millions 
have been expended in the purchase of vessels 
needed, I suppose, for naval purposes. I do not 
know how reasonable those purchases have been, 
and I do not see how we can know until there has 
been some examination of the matter; but as lL 
recollect the statements that have been made, the 
agent who made those purchases reports that he 
has charged those from whom he made the pur- 
chases a commission of two and a half per cent. 
on the amounts paid for the different vessels, thus 
making his compensation depend directly upon 
the amount he paid for his purchases. He may 


| have done that, and yet his purchases have al) 


been very reasonable and just; but when the com 


| mittee were about inaugurating an investigation 


I hoped they would make it broad enough to coves 
that matter. 


Mr. GRIMES. 


That subject has been thor 


oughly investigated by the appropriate committee 
| in the House of Representatives, as I understand 


lt would hardly be necessary, I take it, for us to 
go over the same ground that they have already 
gone over and are sull pursuing. 

Mr. HOWE. I was not aware of that investi- 
gation. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on agreeing to the resolution submitted by the 
Senator from Iowa. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. HOWE gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to repeal an act approved 


| September 18, 1850, entitled ** An act to amend 


and correcting extravagant and extraordinary ex- | 


penditures, it will only subject us to the ridicule 
of the country that we introduce a resolution here 
that we do not pretend toact upon, merely for the 
urpose of frightening somebody. I hope it will 
ye adopted and acted upon. 

Mr.GRIMES. I was probably unfortunate in 
the language I used. I certainly was, or else the 
Senator misapprehended what | said. I did not 
say, or did not intend to say, at any rate, that 1 
introduced this resolution merely for the purpose 
of a scarecrow, or give any such intimation. I 
stated that it had been reported to me that unne- 
cessary expenses had been incurred in fitting up 
some of our vesselssof-war, that some of them 
had been fitted up most sumptuously, had been 


| furnished with furniture of the most extravagant 


| 


character, and I wished that to be investigated. 


| An inquiry was then put to me in regard to the 


other clause of the resolution, which gave it a |! of Pierce & Bacon, who claim that theGovernment 


and supplementary to the act entitled ‘ An act re- 
specting fugitives from justice, and persons escap- 
ing from the service of their masters,’’’ approved 
February 12, 1793. 
HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 
The joint resolution (H.R. No. 25) for the sale 


| of the ruins of the Washington Infirmary, was 


| in answer to the resolution of the Senate 


read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of War 
of the 
17th instant, calling for information in relation to 
an agreement with Governor Gamble, of Mis- 
souri, relative to the volunteer militia of that State; 
which, on motion of Mr. Witson, was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia, and ordered to be printed, 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Attorney Gen- 
eral, in answer toa resolution of the Senate of 
the 2d of March last, referring to him the petition 
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ix liable for certinacceptances issued by Secretary | 
Fioyd to Majors, Russell, & Waddell, and pur- | 
chased by them, and requesting him to inquire into 
the facts and the law of the case, and report his | 


rhe At- 


opinion to the Senate at its next session. 


torney General says that while it would afford him | 


the utmost pleasure to comply with the request of 
the Senate, he feels compelled, following the pre- 
cedents established by his predecessors, to decline 
complhtance with it on the ground that in the ab- 
sence of any statutory authority to rive official 


opinions to the levislative department of the Gov- | 
} ; | 


ernment, the assumption of such a power by him 
would be in violation of his oath of office and of 
dangerous example. (See opinionsof Attorneys 


General Wirt and Crittenden.) 


Sut assuming | 


that the Attorney General may find suffictent sanc- | 


tion for the assumption of this power in the re- 
quest of a branch of the Government so exalted 


as the Senate of the United States, he is not pro- |} 


vided by law with the means of obtaining the in- 
formation desired. 
Attorney Gencral to inguire into the facts and the 
law of the case, &e. 
sion which authorized him to give opinions was 
in the act of September 24, 1789. ‘That act di- 


The only statutory provi- | 


rected him to give his advice and opinion on | 


questions of law when required by the President 
of the United States, or requested by the head of 
any of the Departments. Being thus limited to 


giving opinions on matters of law, he had not | 


been clothed with power to investigate matters of 
fact. However strongly his own feelings might 


incline him to accept the commission with which | 


the Senate had honored him,the want of power to 
execute it effectively compelled him to decline it. 

Mr. HALE. 
pretty important question in relation to the priv- 
ileges of the body, and it certainly is very import- 
ant in reference to the rights of the claimants, who 
allege that they have a legal and equitable claim 
against the Government, which has been before 
the Senate, and the Senate. have given it this di- 
rection. My own impression about the opinion 
of the Attorney General is that it is technical, and 
part ikes more of the nature of a special plea than 
it should have done. 


I will forbear any comment | 


on itat present; and as itisa very important ques- | 
tion, | will ask that the opinion be laid on the | 


table, and printed for the use of the Senate. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
made if there be 


none, 


ho ovyection, 


ADJOURNMENT TO THURSDAY. 
On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to-day, it be to 
meet on Thursday next. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION, 
On motion of Mr. WILSON, the Senate pro- 


ceeded to the consideration of executive business; | 


and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 26, 1861. 
Prayer by Rev. Dr. SunpERLAND. 
The Journal of Tuesday last was read Sand 
approved. 
ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to-day it be to 
meet on Monday next, and when the Senate adjourns on 
Monday next it be to meet on Thursday next. 


PET'TIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. GRIMES presented three petitions of cit- 


izens of Clayton county, Lowa, praying the estab- | 


lishment of a tri-weekly mail route from the city 
of McGregor, through Elkadee, to Strawberry 
Point, by the way of Volga City, in said county 


This communication involves a | 


That order will be | 
The Chair hears || 
|| pectancy. 


The resolution requests the || 


referred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 


Post Roads. 

He also presented five petitions of citizens of 
lowa, praying the establishment of a daily mail 
from Dodgeville to Columbus City, in that State; 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


) Ty 
Wappels to Mount Pleasant, lowa; which was || 


which were referred to the Committee on the Post || 


Office and Post Roads, | 

He also presented four petitions of citizens of 
Iowa, praying the location of a national armory 
at Rock Island, Illinois; which were laid upon the 
table. 


Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens | 


of Watertown, Massachusetts, praying the total 
abolition of slavery throughout the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. TRUMBULL presented the petition of A. 
Showalter and others, of the town of Vermillion, 
Iilinois, for the establishment of a national arm- 


| ory on Rock Island; which was laid on the table. 
| He also presented three petitions of citizens of 
| Illinois, praying the total abolition of slavery 
throughout the United States; which were referred | 


to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. HARLAN presented the petition of Dr. | 


K. Fretz and other citizens of Iowa, praying the 


| passage of a law by Congress establishing a na- 


tional armory at Rock Island, in the State of IIli- 
nois; which was laid on the table. 

He also presented three petitions of citizens of 
lowa, praying the abolition of slavery through- 


| out the United States; which were referred to the 


of Clayton, Lowa; which were referred to the |! 
, 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Thomas Gales 
Foster and others, of Washington city, District of 
Columbia, praying for the passage of an act mak- 
ing homeopathic surgeons eligible to at least one 
eighth of the regular appointments in the Army 
and Navy; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Healso presented a peution of citizens of Morn- 
ing Sun, lowa, praying the establishment of a 
daily mail to connect with the daily line at Dodge- 
ville, aad the discontinuance of the mail from 


Committee on the Judiciary. 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. DAVIS gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill declaring all persons to 


be alien enemies who have taken any part in the | 


government of the so-called southern confederate 


States, or any operations or business connected | 
| with it, and all persons who have joined the army 


or navy, or any military organization or naval 
expedition of said confederation, or gotten up by 
its authority, or in its name against the United 
States, and all persons giving aid and comfort to 
the said confederation in the war which it is now 
waging against the United States; and all such 
persons to have forfeited to the United States their 
whole property and estate of every description, 


and equitable right, whether in possession or ex- 
Also, giving to all loyal citizens, and 


' other persons friendly to the United States, alien 


upon the property and estate, debts, choses in 
action, and all other rights so declared to be for- 
feited, to indemnify and make satisfaction to them 
for any injury they may have sustained in their 


persons, or pecuniary loss they may have suf- | 
fered by the interruptions of their business, or by | 
any forfeiture, confiscation, seizure, conversion, | 
destruction, or damage of their property, debts, | 
&c., by the said confederate government, or any | 
person or persons acting by its authority or in its | 


name. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion of Mr. FOSTER, it was 


Ordered, That the Secretary transmit to the Pension 
Office the petition and papers of Catherine Shepherd on 
the files of the Senate. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States by Mr. Nicoray, his Secretagy, 
announcing that he had approved and signed on 
the 24th instant, 

An act (S. No. 83) relative to courts-martial in 
the Army; and 

An act (S. No. 84) to provide for allotment cer- 
tificates among the volunteer forces. 


REPORT FROM A COMMITTEE. 


_ Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the resolution to print 
five hundred copies of the charges, testimony, 


| 


and finding of the court of inquiry in the case of | 


Colonel Dixon S. Miles, reported in favor of 
printing; which was agreed to. 
BILLS INTRODDCED. 
Mr. HARLAN asked, and by unanimous con- 


| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill to authorize 


the President of the United States to establish a 
provisional government in each of the districts of 


| country embraced within the limits of the confed- 


| 
| 


December 26. 





erated States of Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, and Ten- 
nessee, and for other purposes; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Territories, and ordered to be printed. 


SURRENDER OF MESSRS. MASON AND SLIDELL. 
Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I hold in my hand 


a resolution which I desire to submit to the Sen- 


_ ate, and of which I ask the immediate considera- 








tion. I do not know whether the Senate will deem 
it prudent to adopt it this morning. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let it Le read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no ques- 
tion now before the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. If T am not mistaken, it has been 
the practice of the Senate for Senators to accom- 
pany resolutions which they present with explana- 
tory remarks relative to the character of the res- 
olution which they offer. I, however, submit 
myself to the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. SUMNER. I think the usual course of 
business has been to offer the resolution that it 
may be read, and the Senate may know whatit 
is. The question then recurs on its considera- 
tion. Any other course will interfere with the 
rules and practice of the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The impression of 
the Chair is, that the precedents are not as the 
Senator from New Hampshire states them to be. 
A Senator can present a memorial under the rules 
and state the purport of the memorial, and on 
various occasions a very wide latitude is taken on 
the presentation of petitions. The same is true 


| in relation to the presentation of reports from 


committees; but a resolution is not before the 
Senate until it has been read. 

Mr. HALE. Of course I shall not raise any 
point of order; but I think, on reflection, the old- 
est Senators on this floor will agree with me that 
the practice has been otherwise. 

Mr. SUMNER. I never knew it to be done in 
my life. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Nor I. 

Mr. HALE. I never thought I should ever 


live to be put in the position in which I could say 


| that I knew more than the Senators from Massa- 





chusetts and Maine. [(Laughter.] I will, how- 
ever, send the resolution to the Chair that it may 


2 : | be read to the Senate for information. 
including debts, choses in action, and every legal || 


The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested (if not incompatible with the public interest) to 
transmit to the Senate copies of dispatches and instructions 
which have passed between this Government and the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain, or between the Governmeut or 
any of its functionaries, relative to the seizure of Messrs. 
Mason and Slidell on board the steamer Trent, to be trans- 
mitted either in open or executive session, as he may judge 
best. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
of the resolution. 

Mr. HALE. As the Senator from Massachu- 
setts objects, of course I have nothing to say on 
that subject; but I move a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the Senate agreed to adjourn to 
Monday next, and I will give a reason why I 
think the Senate should remain in session. I think, 
Mr. President, it will be imprudent to adjourn 
over while the affairs of these United States in 
relation to Great Britain remain in such acriucal 

osition as they are at the present moment; and 

deem it the duty of even so humble an individ- 
ual as myself to express some ideas on that sub- 
ject at this time. 

I learn from the public press, and we hear from 
those who are supposed to stand in more confi- 
dential relations with this Administration than I 
do, (the reason why I do not stand in more confi- 
denual relations with the Administration cannot, 
I am sure, be laid at my door. I have been as will- 
ing to be in confidential relations as anybody, 
but they have chosen to confide in somebody else, 

laughter,] and I am sure,sir,[ do notcomplain,) 
renewed laughter,]} that a subject is engaging the 
attention of the Administration which demands 
the attention of every member of this body. 

believe that the Cabinet to-day and yesterday 
and for some days past have had under consid- 
eration a measure which involves more of good 
or evil to this country than anything that has 
ever occurred before—I mean the surrender, on 
the demand of Grek&t Britain, of the persons of 
Messrs. Slidell and Mason. To my mind, a more 
fatal act could not mark the history of this coun- 


I object to the consideration 
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